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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Editor of this little volume, 
who was fortunate enough to 
be an attendant on the Embaſſy, and 
of courſe an eye witneſs to moſt of the 
occurrences here related, had, at one 

time, formed an idea of giving to the 

Public a narrative of the various ob- ; 
| jets which naturally met his obſerva- 
tion, from his own manuſcript, in or- 
der that every claſs of readers might, at 
a ſmall expence, partake of the advan- 
"gy to be derived * it. 


But on * the Work publiſhed 
3 by Mr. Anderſon; he found it, on the 


whole, ſo clearly correct, fo accurately 
9 5 deſeriptive, 


Fg 


vi ADVERTISEMENT. 


deſcriptive, and fo. rationally. gonclu- | 
five, on many points which have been 

deemed diſputable by untravelled theo- 
riſts, that he was induced to quit his 
firſt: intention, and to purſue! the plan 
which he has here adopted, of abridg- 


5 ing Mr. Anderſon's Book, with ſuch 


| alterations, corrections, and additions, 
as Were moſt en 'y Gt on 5 
mind.- „ | 


— 


— 


4 17 be W proſe of a country, luxuri- 
antly rich, and- beautifully diverſified, 
will excite in different minds ſenſations 
widely oppoſite ; but in delineating 1 it, 
if the pencil be faithful, the object 
viewed will appear preciſely the ſame, 5 
with ſome men) variations in the 
tints wed colouring. oo en 
So 


5 


* 
„ * S- & 
** 1 * 1 ® 
— : 


* 10 80 Vith reſent to the cuſtoms, the 
n manners, and the peculiar habits of 
J= mankind, thoſe who are careful obſer- 
is vers, and trace human nature through 
n all her windings and whimſical pro- 
— | penſities, diſcover much which may 
h have eſcaped the eye of the more com- 
* mon obſerver. Thoſe ſhades of ch 
s K- ference, however, will, on enquiry, be 
| generally found to ariſe from a marked 
| attention to the characters of a few. 
- Contemplate the maſs of any ſociety, 
ho and probably it wall appear, that the 
8 concluſions of the general obſerver will 
7 be found as juſt and as worthy of atten- 
* tion, as thoſe of the moſt minute en- 
„ quirer. 
e e e e 
1 0 „„ e Thus 
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vili ADVERTISEMENT, 


Thus much it has been thourhe 
neceflary to oremile, in order to ſhew, 
that though Mr. Anderſon and myſelf 
may differ on trifles, how. is no ma- 
terial variation of opinion between us, 
which will always be the caſe where 
two or more people have the ſame op- 
portunity of viewing the ſame objects, 
and are all determined to relate the 
truth, agreeable to the beſt of their 
judgment. 


8 THE EDITOR. 
Mar 25, 1795. 55 
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LORD MACARTNEY's 
EMBASSY To CHINA, 


_ CHAP. 1. 


Public attention, Lord Macartney, with his whol 


ſuite, went on board the Lion, at Spithead, Sep- 
tember 21, 1792; and on the 29th of the fame” 


month we took our final departure, accompanied 


brig. FRO 
Nothing particulls aol for Ganie 5 ex- 


cept that the 4 ackall parted company in a gale of 0 
wind, in the Bay of Biſcay, and did not rejoin us 
till after we had left Batavia. ⁊ĩ⁊ , 
, Wo. a 


AVERY e and W a | 

been made to enfure the ſucceſs, and add to 
che ſplendor: and accommodation of an embaſly, 
which had long engaged a conſiderable ſhare of the 


by the Hindoſtan Eaſt a and the Jackall 


rr 


LORD MACARTNEY? $ 


8 the loth of October we made land. Paſſed | 
the Deſart Iſland and Porto Santo; and next day 
caſt anchor in Funchal Bay, in the iſland of 
A 5 A Ee RN 

Lieutenant Campbell having been ſent to the 
Governor of the Madeiras, to notify the Ambaſſa- 
dor's arrival, ſalutes of guns were interchanged be- 
tween the Lion and the garriſon, Soon after, the 
Britiſh Conſul, attended by ſeveral Engliſh gentle- 
men and merchants, came to pay their reſpects to 
'his Excellency, and to invite him on ſhore. 

Having accepted the invitation, the yard arms 
were manned, during his Lordſhip's paſſage from 
the ſhip to the ſhore; ſalutes were repeated ; and 
at the landing-place, the Governor of the Madeiras, 
the Britiſh Conſul, and the principal inhabitants, 
received the Ambaſſador with every mark of eſteem 
and congratulation. During his ſtay, he was ſplen- 
didly entertained by the Britiſh Conſul and the 
Governor on ſucceſſive days; and before his de- 
. parture, had the honour of a viſit in return on 

board the Lion, from all the moſt nn 
perſons of the iſland. | 

The town of Funchal is about three miles in 
length, and one in breadth. Its population is very 
conſiderable; conſiſting of Portugueſe, mulattoes, 
negroes, and a few. Britiſh who are engaged in the 
commerce of .the place. The: natives ſeem to be 

: _ courteous 


MN 


F G 3 5 
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courteous. in their een and attentive: to 


- flrangers. 
The ifland of Atera is „ Gee 5 


ous; but the views are beautifully romantic; and 


verdure and on cover 0 moſt SW 
_— 


We took our-leave of f Madeira on hs 18th of 
Oober, and on the 21ſt anchored in Santa Cruz 
1 in the ifle of Teneriffe. 

This iſland, in extent, riches, and 8 is 


| 40 moſt conſiderable of thoſe known by the m_—_ 


ral appellation of the Canaries, - 
The town of Santa Cruz is pretty Hows well 


| built, and populous, and is defended by two . 


which alſo command the Bay. 

The Peak of Teneriffe is well known to be one 
of the higheſt mountains in the world; and it pre- 
ſents a number of objects which the curious en- 
quirer into nature can never ceaſe to contemplate 
with admiration. It riſes in the centre of the 
iſland, and its aſcent from Santa Cruz may be 
about twenty miles. Some of the principal. gen - 


| tlemen of the embaſſy, with attendants, reſolved to 
| viſit the Peak. I happened to be of the party · 


We ſet out on the morning of the 24th, prepared 


and equipped for the expedition, and furniſhed 


with guides; but after encountering a ſeries of 


Sean night coming on, we determined to take 
F Ba. EEE, >: 


1 LORD MACARTNEY'sS 


up our eledping at the bottom of the td 
we were now advanced, and to renew our journey 
in the morning. At an early hour we again ſet 
out; but were obliged by the innumerable diffi- 
eulties and dangers we encountered, to relinquiſh 
the gratification of reaching the ſummit. - After a 


fatiguing excurſion of two days, we returned to 
Santa Cruz; and on the 27th we bid adieu to the 


Canaries. 
The Cape de Verd: Iſlands ann next in our route; 
and Port Praya Bay, in the iſle of St. Jago, re receiv 


ed us on the 24 of November. 


The town of Praya i is chiefly remarkable for the 
advantage of its port, where outward- bound 25 | 
of all nations frequently touch. , _-_ - 

On the 18th of November we paſſed the ung ; 
On the 1ſt of December we came to anehor in 


Rio Janeiro harbour, in the Brazils; where we 
found an opportunity of tranſwitting letters to 


28 by a South Sea whaler. 

Next day an officer was diſpatched to announce 
the Ambaſſador's arrival to the Viceroy. Being 
then at his country reſidence, the uſual ſalutes 


were ſuſpended; however, the Deputy Viceroy 


came in ſtate next morning, to compliment Lord 


Macartney ; but his Lordſhip being much indiſ- 
poſed, was unable to receive him in perſon, Sip 
George Staunton and Sir Eraſmus Gower, there- 


fore, 
\ - 


» 


Pg 
„ nr vo: ons. 3 


Pore; repreſented his Excellency on this occaſion. 
The day following, the Deputy Viceroy, in the 
name of his principal, congratulated his Excel» - 
lency the Ambaſſador on his arrival, and made a 
tender of a houſe for his reſidence during his ſtay. - 
This obliging offer being accepted, on the 4th at 
noon, his Lordſhip proceeded on ſhore with the 
uſual formalities, and was received with all poſſible 
diſtinction by the Viceroy, attended by his guards 
and the moſt diſtinguiſhed: perſons of the place. 
| After taking ſome refreſhment at the Viceroy's 
palace, the Ambaſſador, .and the principal gentle- 
men of his ſuite, were accommodated with' car- 
riages to convey them to the houſe deſtined for 
their reception, about two miles diſtant n mw 
city” 

On the roth, Lord Macartney, with his de 
faite, paid a ceremonial viſit to the Viceroy. In 
the evening his Lordſhip and attendants took a walk 
in the public garden, the. uſual amuſement, and 
the ſcene of the principal entertainment of the in- 
habitants of the place. This garden is laid out into 
graſs plots and gravel walks, ſhaded with trees of 
perpetual verdure, interſperſed with lamps. . 
one end we obſerved a large ſtructure for muſie 
and dancing, which it ſeems are favourite recrea- | 
| tions here, at the proper ſeaſons of the year. 

08 * day, the Vieeroy, in grand pro- 

g B 3 | ceeſſion, 


— 


„„ |. LORD MACARTNEY'S "a 
con, returned Lord Macartney's viſit, A df. 
i | charge of artillery announced the moment of his 
| [i | departure from his palace. The Ambaſſador ſtood 
| | | . ready to receive him on his arrival; and after con- 
| 1 ducting him to the principal apartment, preſented 
Nil the gentlemen'of the embaſſy, who were all re- 
| | | ſpectfully noticed by the Viceroy. An gant re» 


Wy! paſt concluded the viſit. 

The Viceroy $ dreſs was very fplendid./ It was 
ſcarlet cloth embroidered with gold and precious 
ſtones. His attendants, in benen, wore a e 
of green and gold. 

Tbe town of Rio Janeiro, by ſome called ast. Se- 
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1 baſtian, has been ſo often and fo. fully deſcribed, 
1 that we ſhould deem any. repetition of. it ſuper+ 
It sd RS TRED a 
1 Lord Macartney, being ftill uhdet Sig 
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* 
wu 
— — 


| h e 4A on board the Lion, on the after 
104 noon of the 1 5th; and every preparation having 
Will been made for renewing. our dorage, we left the 
5 harbour of Rio Janeiro on the 18th. 
Wh. Amid the waſte of waters, the feſtival of Chriſt. 
Its mas overtook us: it is ſcarcely. neceſſary: to ſay 


x, — 


that it did not paſs Ws or 18 acer ry 
ee. | 

For ſome romling nk Cine favs our 
voyage was harren of occurrences; however, on 
che laſt mw of the old year we reached the iſlandof 
5 Trifan 
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T — de Cube, A barren ad almoſt ana 
rock, near the centre of the Southern Ocean. 

Uninhabited by men, it is the reſort of à prodigi- 

ous variety of marine fowls; and its ſarrounding 
feas abound in whales and other tenants of the 
deep. An officer being ſent on ſhore in the cutter, 
reported that the beach was favourable, Ang: that 

freſh water was. plenty. _ 

Next morning, January r, 1793, it was 1 * 

to ſend out a watering party; and another on na- 

tural and philoſophical reſearches. Both ſchemes 


night; and had not the wind providentially chang- 
ed, at a moment of imminent danger, our deſtruo- 
tion would have been inevitabls. | 
During many ſucceſſive days the ak was $4 
2X generally moderate; and a month paſſed away 
without our ſeeing land. On the iſt of February, 
however, we diſcovered the iſle of Amſterdam, in 
htitude 30 43" ſouth, and longitude 172 200 eaſt. 
We came ta anchor on the eaſt fide of this iſland; - 
and found here five feal hunters from the Iſſe of 
France. They had mutually engaged to ſpend 
eighteen, months on this unpropitious ſpot; fix 
were already elapſed; and during that<periad, it 
ſeems, they had killed no ſewer than 8000 ſeals, 
Theſe men, with the utmoſt civility, conducted us 
Va hut they had built; and, eruad, as gur con. 
- {x er Res 7 BY al, ductors 


were fruſtrated. A heavy gale came on at mid- f 
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1 MACARTNEY's 


ductors pond their uſurped: domain. They: hat 


formed a path, with incredible labour, over a 


mountain, crowned with a volcano, which throws 


out a ſubſtance reſembling ſaltpetre. In aſcending 


this path, we found a fmall ſpring of boiling hot 
vater, in which ſome fiſh were perfectly dreſſed in 


a few minutes. The whole ifland, which is about 


© eight miles long and fix broad, has a volcanic ap- 
pearance ; and produces neither tree nor ſhrub. 
Vaſt quantities of fiſh were caught here, and falted 


for uſe; many ſpecies were bad Os VAIL 
* lobſters. 
The night of our 3 bing dark, afforded 


us an opportunity of contemplating-one of the moſt 


aweful ſpectacles in nature. The flames of the 
volcano were ſeen riſing from fix diſtant openings. 


Whether this was its uſual appearance, or only one. 
of its occaſional ee we e, nnen 5 


of aſcertaining. 


On the 18th we came in e of hk Trial 
Rocks. They ſcarcely riſe above the furface of 
the deep; but the waves daſh: againſt them with ſo 


much impetuoſity, that they run mountains high. 
This fortunately marks the ſituation of theſe for- 


midable rocks, and in reality leſſens the _ 1 f 


- magnifying its. appearance. 


Soon after, we entered the Straits of Sunda ; and 


A 


* | 
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via, where we immediately received the falates of 
all the Engliſi ſhips, and of one French veſſel. / 
Early next morning, the garriſon. fired a ſalute, 
which was returned; and foon after a deputation 
from the. Governor General waited on Lord N. | 
cartney, to invite him on ſhore. 

His Lordſhip having refolved to hand on the aich, 
which was the anniverſary of the birth- day of the 
Prince of Orange, a royal ſalute was fired in 
- honour of the day; and afterwards the Ambaſ- 
ſador went on ſhore, with the uſual ceremo- 


nies and attendants. The Royal Batavian Hotel * 
was fixed on for the reſidence of the ſuite 3 and 


in the afternoon the baggage was ſafely landed 
| before the door. This hotel is an elegant and 
ſpacious ſtructure, and was built at the public | 
expence, for the accommodation of occaſional 
viſitors of diſtinction. The ſtile of living here 
is expenſive; European liquors of every deſerip- 
tion being at a very high price; but when it 
is conſidered that the landlord is obliged to im- 
port them from Europe, and pays an annual rent 
to government of fixty thouſand rix-dollars, it 
may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that the profits muſt 
de great, to counterbalance e and _—_— 
outgoings. 
The Prince of Oran birth- day was 1 with 
thoſe demonſtrations of joy, which are juſtly paid 
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to the ſupreme head, in every country in which 
ſociety has been formed, and civilization has taken 
place. The Governor General gave a ſplendid 


entertainment to the principal perſons in Batavia, 


at his country reſidence, to which Ford Macartney 
went by invitation. A ball and ſupper coneluded 
the fete, and mirth and feſtivity were WR. 
beyond the hours of night. 

The uninterefting occurrences of every day, 
during our ſtay at Batavia, would tire: they were 


marked with little variety. I employed my leifure 
in viewing the city and ſuburbs; but they have 


been too often viſited to admit much novel Yeſcrip- 


tion; eiten. 400%” 1g ee e 'F 


mits allow us to enter into detail. A 
Batavia, the oriental emporium of the Dutch, b 


the principal city in the iſland of Java: it is almoſt 


ſquare, ſurrounded by high walls and gates, and 


protected by forts, which are well-garriſoned. The 


ſtreets are ſpacious, and well paved; the buildings 
in general are uniformly elegant; and through 
every principal ſtreet runs a canal of conficerable 


Width, lined on both ſides with trees of perennial 
leaves. In a climate fo intolerably hot, this fur- 
' Biſhes an agreeable refreſhment ;: but perhaps the 
_ - quantity of ſtagnant or flow moving water, thus 
collected, encreaſes the natural inſalubrity of the 


place. Indeed, fo fatal. is the climate of Batavia 
| 10 


ä 
a 4 
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| to Europeans, that ſcarcely one in twenty reviſit 
their native land; and thoſe who eſeape death 
there, carry with them emaciated forms and debi- 
litated conftitutions to the grave. From the regiſ- 
ters of the public hoſpital, -it appears, that the 
average number of deaths, annually, in that ſingle 
receptacle of miſery, does not amount to much leſs 


than five-thouſand. But what opinion ſhall we 
form of Dutch policy, when we learn, that no 
| means are uſed to prevent the fatal effects of the 


climate; that on the contrary, filth and putrid 
| ſubſtances every where lie unremoved and unre- 


J garded, particularly in the ſuburbs, till the air is 


4 almoſt inevitable. It has, however, been ſaid, that 


| this negligence ariſes from political conſiderations; 


and that a climate naturally unpropitious, is pur- 


poſely rendered more deleterious, by a total inat- 
tention to cleanlineſs, leſt too many adventurers 


ſhould be tempted to ſhare the golden harveſt 


which this country ſo abundantly preſents. The. 


population of Batavia, however, is nevertheleſs 


very conſiderable; amounting, at a moderate cal- 
culation, to two hundred thouſand ſouls, of whom 


a majority are Chineſe. Theſe chiefly inhabit the 


ſuburbs, or Chineſe Town, and appear to be an in- 
duſtrious and regular people. They carry on a 


"OP of trades and nnen for Europeans 


. 


by | i l . 1 1 
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il: | 12 LORD MACARTNEY's 
111 Wink it beneath them to' A in mechanical x 
] 2 e = = 
The Malays are alſo very numerous in een 
203 poſſeſs all the malignant qualities that ſo uni- 


verſally adhere to that ferocious race of men; No- 
thing but conſtant: ſeverity, it is ſaid, can keep 
them within the bounds of duty. One morning, a 
being at breakfaſt in the hotel, the moſt piercing 85 
fſhrieks reached my ears. On enquiry, I found | 
they proceeded from a Malay ſlave, whom the 
maſter of the houſe had ordered to be puniſhed for 
ſome neglect. This miſerable wretch appeared to 
be upwards of ſeventy years of age: two flaves 
were ſcourging him with ſmall canes, which they 
'continped to do with unrelenting ſeverity for mote 
chan half an hour. His whole back and his hips 
were mangled and bleeding; yet no ſooner was 
the puniſhment ſuſpended, than he was ſent to his 
-uſual labours, without pity, without any' applica- 
tion to his wounds. The impreffion this ſight 
made, occaſioned a remonſtrance with the landlord. 
He juſtified himſelf by obſerving, that without the 
molt exemplary puniſhments, and the effect of 
conſtant terror, no perſon in his houſe would be a 
moment ſafe from the Malays. This wretched race 
is generally employed in a menial capacity; yet 
ſcarcely a night paſſes in which they do not com- 
mit ſome depredations;-andnot unfrequently mur- 
hy | 88 N 
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der thoſe whom they rob. 'On the evening of the 
rkrbch, one of our people had a very narrow eſcape 


from a gang of them. Being entraſted with the 
careof re-conveying a part of the baggage on board, 
and diſappointed in meeting a perſon who was to 

have the direction of the-proa, the Malays faw his 
unprotected ſtate 3 the temptation was too ftrong 


io be reſiſted; and nothing but the reſolute uſe of 


a drawn ſword eould have ſaved him from Sate. 
ee e Hen plunder. 15 


and the baſe propenſities of the natives. 
Soon after his landing, Lord Macartney being 
ſeized with a fit of the gout, put a ſtop to all the 


foſtivities which were intended to fill up the time 


of our Ray, Several gentlemen of his ſuite alſo 


fell ill, in leſs than a weck after our arrival; and 
to facilitate their recovery, 1 were ordered on 


board their reſpective ſhips. 


During our "ſtay here, a party of us ma 1 
__ theatre. The play was the tragedy of Maho- 
met; and the entertainment, Barnaby Brittle, 


The audience ſeemed: vaſtly amuſed ; but not 


| nnn the OP) we could form no 


idea 


| Adapted to the depravity of the people i in gene- 
ral, is the nature ef the government of Batavia. Tt 
V arbitrary in a high degree; and the rigour, with 
which every ſpecies of delinquency is puniſhed, can 
only find a juſtification in the ferocious diſpoſition 
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idea of the merits of che performance, except fawn = 
the attitude? and expreſſion. of the actors, which ( 
f 
8 


ſeemed to be correct and impreſſive. 
We left Batavia on the 16th, and next morning 
we made ſail, paſſing the Iſle of Ourooſt, which 
Mitt Hes in che middle of the Bay; and notwithſtanding f 
me | | the ſmallneſs of its ſiae, contains a populous toẽwnu, 1 
if many elegant villas, and ſeveral flouriſhing many- 
factures. The ſuperior ſalubrity of the air xecam- ] 
mends this and ſome other ſurrounding iſles, to | 
thoſe whoſe circumſtances qualify them to reſide 3 
here * ure or Health invites. | 


CHAP. II. 


Fo hege continued—Arrive at Cochin China—Tranf. 


actions r. ; ; 
HE Jackal brig being now given up for loſt, 
on Lord Macartney had purchaſed a French 
{ ivy veſſel at Batavia to ſupply her place, and gave her 
17 the name of the Clarence. The Clarence, how- 
ever, had only joined us the WY before we received 


ſome 


k EMBASSY TO CHINA, + 15 


| fome intelligence of the Jackall by a ſhip from 
Oſtend to Batavia; and this intelligence was con- 


firmed by the brig joining us on the 2305 to the 
great joy of the whole embaſſy. 


On the 29th we loſt one of our crew, of the 
name of Leighton. He had gone: aſhore to 
waſh kis linen at Sumatra beach, and was found 


covered with wounds, and murdered by the Ma- 
lays, To the ſavage diſpoſition of theſe people, 
this event gave an additional, though melancholy, 


_ teſtimony. The laſt. rites: were paid to the body 


of the deceaſed with the utmoſt decency. and re- 
ſpect; and the feelings of the whole ſhip's company. 


| on the occafion, were the beſt 66 on Tus 


character and conduct. 
Lord Macartney ſignified his intention of he 


on ſhore in the afternoon. of this day, to view the 
ſpot where the Honourable Colonel Cathcart, 
(who held a ſimilar ſituation to his Lordſhip ſome 
years. back). was buried; all that was to be expect- 


ed from our miſſion, was of courſe anticipated by 


him, but his death gut an end to that RET 


Wiempt, 
Paſſing a variety of iſlands, wider any occur- 


rence - worthy of remark, we came to anchor in 
Pulo.Condore Bay, May 16. Soon after our ar- 


rival, a party. of. des, accompanied by one of 
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ral natives of Cochin China, who. wore no other 


_ a black turban on their heads. The-chief was ha- 
+ bited in a looſe black gown, and a pair of black 

lk trowſers. He was alſo decorated with a ſilven 
cord thrown over his ſhoulder, from which a ſmalb 
bag of elegant workmanſhip was fufpended, In 
common with the reſt, he wore a turban, but no 
ſhoes. He appeared to be the object of very great 


1 N LORD: MACARTNEY's 


the Chineſe interpreters, went on ſhore. Some of 
the natives met us on the beach, with whom we 


proceeded till we came at a ſmall diſtance to a vil- 


lage of bamboo huts ; one of which was the reſi- 
dence of the chief, whoſe authority extended over 
the whole, iſland. Like the reft, his habitation. 
was formed of bamboo, raifed on four poſts, a 


few feet from the ground. Here we found ſeve- 


dreſs but a piece of linen round their waiſts, and 


teſpect. 


Near his palace, if it may be ſo called, ſood the 
temple. Externally, it reſembled the other build- 


ings; but the inſide was adorned with various mi- 


| litary weapons of Europe, particularly fome old 


fire arms, of which they evidently did not know 


the uſe, and ſeemed. to conſider them only as ob- 


jets of veneration. The diſcharge of a muſket 


againſt a tree, exeited the moſt lively alarm and 


aſtoniſhment. They eagerly examined the place 
Where 


J # 


eng 17 


where the ball entered; they even contrived to ex- 
tract it, and then preſented it to each 18 with 
the moſt viſible emotion. : 

Having entered into a treaty with the chief 152 


n of buffaloes, poultry and fruit, with which 
he was to furniſh us the next day, we were regaled 


with rice and fiſh. Finding that cocoa-nuts: would 


de acceptable, he immediately ordered ſome to be 


procured for us. The dexterity theſe people ſhewed 


in climbing the trees that produced them, is aſto- 
niſhing. On our return to the ſhip, we obſerved 


caves on the beach · very ingeniouſly conſtructed.” 
Pulo Condore is but thinly peopled. The 
means of ſubſiſtence is difficult; and population of 


courſe muſt be influenced thereby. This iſland 1 is | 


ſubject to the King of Cochin China. 
Io our. utter aſtoniſhment, on landing next 
marine; to receive the ſtipulated ſupply of provi- 


Gons, we found the village deſerted; and every 


moveable carried off; A letter in Chineſe charac- 


ters, left in the hut of the chief, explained the rea- 


fons of this ſudden and unexpected movement. It 


ſeems they were apprehenſive we meditated hoſti- 


lities againſt them, from our ſhips coming to an- 


chor in their bay; they earneſtly implored us to 
ſpare their humble dwellings, which they intended. 


to re-occupy on our departure; and dwelt on their 
poverty which they perhaps. concluded was their, 
. 55 delt 


, - 


— _ 4 — * r r a II. 6... — 
— a . ̃ ²˙ - ,,, . an TEE IEEE: "tw © & © 


— 


= Ig 


—— 
— 


2 b 
bY "= 2 7 J 1 
QC . n =—=mqnw—== caa—=wr 
\ — : 7 \ 
— — - 
—— 


Mo _—_ — —— — <p — % > - 
Tr oe —— — 9 — —— — — — — —U— — 
. . 7 , — 3 —— roo ed, b pv». oy — Fe — . 
hs _— — — — — ” 
bt — 2 — — — _ _—_ 


wen nn 


deſt protection, and the ſtrongeſt argument $0 ay 
European rapacity. 
Being obliged to ſet ſail without our Sap 

| fupply, we left Palo Condore on the 18th, and 

"  paſling ſeveral iſlands of different forms and mag- 
nitudes, we anchored in Turon Bay in — 

China, on the evening of the 26th. - 

Soon after our arrival the Ambaſſador received a 
; "viſit from ſeveral mandarins, who came in great 
5 Hate. They were liberally entertained; but at. 
if krſt ſeemed averſe to taſte the wines and other li- 
quois which were ſet before them. This reſerve. 
appearing to ariſe from fear, Lord Macartney ſet 
wem an example, when they indulged very freely; 
00 © Shewing a particular predilection for cherry and 
= rafberry brandy. Theſe chiefs wore. nearly the 
fame kind of dreſs as we have deſcribed at Pulo. 
Condore, except that they had a. girdle of filves 
cordage. Their domeſtics were clad in 2 fancy 
dreſs, reſembling tartan z and their legs and feet 
were wholly bare. 
'- Intelligence of our arrival having N the 
court, in the evening of the 29th the prime mi» 
viſter of the King of Cochin China, attended by 
ſeveral mandarins, came, in his Majeſty's name, to 
invite the Ambaſſador to dinner. His Excellency 
obligingly accepted the invitation, but . 
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hogs, fowls, ducks, ſome bags of rice, and ſome 


delicious. 


We vidhed the oof Fus. Bon while wedey 


here. It is nothing but an aſſemblage of wretched. - 


bamboo huts; but it has a good market; and were 


the induſtry. of the natives equal to the fertility of 
the ſoil; this place would be remarkably abundant. _ 
They feem, however, to have little knowledge of 


agriculture: they fubſiſt therefore chiefly on the 


ſpontaneous produce of che earth; and make their 


women a principal branch of their trade. For a 


certam conſideration, they are always ready to con- 
ſign them to the ſociety of Europeans who teuch 
here, without any apparent ſenſe of impropriety. 
In one of our excurfions to the ſhore, we faw fix ele- 


phants performing a variety ob unwieldy feats, ſor 
the entertainment of the eee ou a» 
fembled here. | 

The 4thof June, the birth-day 83 gra- 
cious Sovereign, was. obſerved with every mark of 
Ilbyalty and attachment. Fhe morning was uſher- 
ed in with a ſalute of twenty-one guns; the royal 
Randard of Great Britain, the St. George s enſign, 


and the union, were all diſplayed at. their apPros. 


eee In honour of this day, fo dear ta 
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* Britons, wherever placed, Lord Macartney had 


fixed his landing. Several mandarins waited his 


arrival on ſhore; and attended him, under an 


eſcort of his own troops, to the reſidence of the 


prime miniſter. A collation was here provided for 
him, conſiſting of all the dainties the country af- 
forded; after partaking of which, he returned on 


| board, interchanging mutual civilities with his 


hoſts. 


Thus far affairs proceeded to the atiofation. of 5 


all parties in Cochin China; but the Maſten of the 


Lion, who had gone in the cutter to take ſound- 
ings in the bay, having unreflectingly begun to 
ſurvey the coaſt, was immediately ſeized, with 


ſeven men, who accompanied him, and carried 


priſoners to the capital. : , 
When we farſt received this a intelli- 
gence, the impreſſion it made is not eaſily con- 
ceived. It was not only the danger to which our 
countrymen had expoſed themſelves, that affected 
the embaſſy; but as this kingdom is tributary to 
China, it was feared, that a repreſentation of this 


inconſiderate conduct, as to them it might appear 


eriminal, would have an injurious effect on all our 
future proceedings; and that the object ſo much at 


beart to inſpire confidence, would be changed 
into ſuſpicion and alarm, The good offices of the 


W mavdarins were inſtantly and earneſtly 
1 ſolicited. 
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ioficited,” One of the ene was ſent on 
ſhore to promote an enquiry: and furniſh an ea. 
planation; and on the mak we had the hap- 
pineſs to ſee the Maſter and his men return in 
ſafety, after an abſence of fix days. What they 
ſuffered, during ds this period of ſuſpence, cannot 
vell be deſeribed· | Nothing but a reſpect for the 
country to which: they belonged, and a regard to 
the miſſion on which they were —_—_— _ 
have ſaved them from. certain death. | 
This was not the only v ve due 


befel us here, We loſt a reſpectable gentleman, the: 
Purſer oſ che Lion, wha died, after a ſaw days ile, 


neſs, on the 12th, and was intarred on ſhore wu 


all poſſible ſolemnity and reſpect. An ini 
ent in wood, be ewe en ern 
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1 were diſpatched to Macao; on the __ 


Theſe gentlemen were charged+with letters to the 
commiſſionezs:ſent-from England to notify the ex- 
pected embaſſy. The two gentlemen: who were 
the Chineſe interpreters, took this opportunity of 


proceeding to reviſit their relations and friends, 
from whom they had been long ſeparated. In tak- 


ing leave of our countrymen, they diſplayed a ſen- 

ſihiliey worthy of the moſt enlightened minds. 
From the intelligence brought by dir George 

Staunton, who rejoined us on the 23d, very ffatter- 


ing hopes were entertained of the ſucceſs of the E 


embaſſy. At a time when we were approaching: 
the ſcene of n this news was highly "_ 


ufying. 
Dung, our. actin up the Yellow Son; we- 


paſſed numerous iſlands. Several of the head- 


lands, which in our charts were as yet without a 
name, received the appellations of ſome of the 


moſt diſtinguiſhed members of the embaſſy. - 


July 21, we caſt anchor in Jangangfoe Bay. 
Several officers were immediately ſent in the cut- 
ter to Mettow, to reconnoitre the coaſt, and tao 
aſcertain if there were any practicable means of 


approaching nearer the capital on ſhipboard. The 


cutter returned on the 2 5th. They gave a very 
favourable report of the reception they had expe- 


rienced from the Chineſe; but reported, that it 
: 155 | 1 Was 
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vas abſolutely impracticable to proceed farther, on 
account of ſhoals and other natural impediments. 
It was therefore reſolved to diſembark; and a gen- 
tleman, accompanied by an interpreter, failed in the 
cutter to Mettow, to make arrangements for this 
purpeſe. The mandarins promiſed to provide large 
junks for the reception of the ſuite and d baggage, as 
ſoon as the wind proved favourable, 
Soon after, we received a preſent of ſome bullocks | 
and ſheep, ſeveral hogs, poultry, vegetables, and 
other productions of the country. A principal 
mandarin alſo came on board the Lion, who finally 
| ſettled the mode and the day of the diſembarkation. 
He was invited to dinner; but not being provided 
with his uſual table appendages, he ſeemed to feel 
himſelf in an unpleaſant ſituation. The Chineſe 
neither uſe knives nor forks : whether we appeared 
moſt ridiculous to him, or he to us, it may be dif- 
ficult to decide. He expreſſed the greateſt admi- 
ration of the ſhip, and the various arrangements 
And conveniencics he ſaw on board; but what 
Aeemed to delight him moſt, was his being hoiſted 
into one of our boats inthe accommodation chair. 
The greateſt part of the . baggage having been 
_ previouſly put on board the junks, ſent to receive 
it; on the 5th of Auguſt, ſeveral more came along- 
| ide the Lion to receiverthe.remainder, and to take 
the ſuite. Before his Excellency diſembarked, the | 
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| Captain ordered the company to man ſhip ; he was 
F ſaluted with three cheers from the ſeamen, and a 
þ diſcharge of guns from the ſhips.'. 0 
| The junk intended for his Lordſhip's reception, 
king found inconvenient and filthy, as indeed they 
were all, eee eee board the Cla- 
1 rence brigg. — | 
| On this A hv ha 
N twenty junks, of about an hundred tons burden; 


| and proceeding ſlowly, from the various difficulties | 
i of the river, che whole fleet anchored: oppoſite the 


ö _—_ r-. ner es in we 

x This ba as a in 

| *China, poſſeſſed none of thoſe attractions that ariſe 
1 from the elegance of building, or the beauty of 
ſituations It ſtands· on a fwampy ſpot, frequently 
overſlowed by the ſea, which no precaution of the 
| inhabitants is able to prevent; and the houſes or 


huts are wholly conſtructed of mud, covered with 
| bamboo, without either floors or pavements. The 
| reſidences of the mandarins, however, which lie at 


i a ſmall diſtance from the town, are built of ſtone = 
and wood, three ſtoties high, and ate adorned with | 


[ painting, gilding, and piazzas. They appear to 
* contain a conſiderable number of apartments; each 
palace being furniſhed with projecting e 
n are generally of variouſly painted wood. | 
B 3 n 
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Quards of both infantry and cavalry attend each 
mandarin, and environ his palace with their tents. 
One ſolitary fort, conſiſting of a ſquare tower, 
was probably meant for the defence of the place, as 
its ſituation commands the entrance of the river; 
but having neither ordnance or garriſon, it ſexves 
rather as an ornament than a ſecurity. __ 
Tze river. here is of conſiderable breadth, but of | 
| ſmall and unequal depth. Acroſs its entrance 
runs a bank of ſand. The ſurrounding country. 
_ preſents a flat expanſe of a rich ſoil and great ferti- 
lity. Curioſity, which induced vaſt numbers to 
croud the ſhores, during the landing of the em- 
baſſy, gave us a very grand idea of the Ahn ants 
of a and its er . | 


$ 
r 
us 
| 
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Prepara tions 1 ths to Pelin—Chineſs Jabing 
— nene, of the Tunks. 


AN W es 9 00 of the firſt claſs, | 
being delegated by the Emperor, to ſuperin- 
tad the progreſs, and provide for the accommoda- 
e e tion 
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tion of che embaſſy, during its eontinuance in. 
China, began the exerciſe of his functions, by fur- 
viſhing us with junks which were to convey us to 
Pekin. The important truſt with which he was 
inveſted, proved his country's opinion of his abilities 
to execute it; and we had every reaſon to confirm 
the favourable deciſion it had paſſed. This diſ- 
tinguiſhed perſonage was about the middle ſize, 
robuſt, and finely formed. The darkneſs of his 
complexion was relieved by a ſet of features ex- 
preſſive of intelligence and feeling; and his man- 
ners were at once conciliating and correct. 
On the 6th of Auguſt we 'received fro he 
mandarin a quantity of beef, bread, and fruit. 
The beef was well flavoured, but not very fat. 
The bread, not being baked in the European 
mode, though made of excellent flour, was leſs 
agreeable to our taſte. It was in fact little better 
than dough, being baked without an intermixture 
of yeaſt, which the Chineſe are either unacquaint- 


- ed with, or reject its uſe. In ſhape and ſize, the 


loaves reſemble a common waſh- ball, divided in 
two. They are baked on bars ranged acroſs an 
iron pan, in whieh is a certain quantity of water, 
and placed on an earthen ſtove. When the water 
begins to boil; the ſteam is confined by a ſhallow 
tub for a fe minutes; and thus the buſineſs ends. 
This curious method of baking, or rather boiling, 


rendered 
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0 it neceſſary for us to lice and toaſt tho 
| ng before we could reliſh it. 

In the afternoon of the ſame day, we received a 
variety of meats, both roaft and boiled. The roaſt 
meat appeared as if covered with an oily varniſh, 
and taſted accordingly : the boiled was — more 
agreeable to our palates _ ; 


, f 


ww . 


Perhaps we were a little at odd Chi- | 


neſe cookery, from the accounts we had heard of 
their indifference in regard to, animals killed on 


purpoſe, or by accident, or dying of diſeaſe. It 
ſeems all are equally uſed. The reports that had 


reached our ears, in this reſpect, were confirmed by 
the evidence of our eyes. Some pigs, being infected 


with an incurable diſorder, were thrown over- 


board; but the frugal Chineſe inſtantly picked 
them up and dreſſed them; and while they were 
enjoying their unenvied feaſt, appeared to laugh at 
the Engliſh for their faſtidious delicacy. Nor is 
this groſſnefs of appetite confined to thoſe whom 
want may be fuppofed to ſtimulate. The higher 
ranks, in their domeſtic ceconomy, appear to be 


governed by the ſame motives as their inferiors, 


and adopt cuftoms at which Europeans in yy 
would revolt © 7 4k; 7 

The ſquadron received orders on the ch to re- 
turn to Chuſan harbour, and to wait for farther 
inſtructions. eee e e e : 
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That attention toeſtabliſhed habits, wh ih though 
inimical to improvement, is a ſource of peace, has 
prevented the Chineſe from making any alterations 
in their naval architecture for ages. Their junks are 
built of beach wood and bamboo, flat bottomed, and of 
various ſizes; and nearly a fourth part as broad as 
they are long. On the firſt deck of the larger 


veſſels, employed in the navigation of rivers, is a 


range of apartments, conſiſting of bed rooms, par- 
Jour, and kitchen, The floor from one end of the 


junk to the other , is full of hatches, which ms i 


lifted up by a braſs ring, open a ſtowage below for 


immenſe quantities of ſtores or goods. The win- 


dowys are formed of ſmall ſquares of tranſparent pa- 


per; and the ſaſhes may be taken out on occaſion 
for the admiſſion of air. A coloured curtain on 


the outſide extends the whole length of the junk; 


and this is either furled or drawn, according to the 


pleaſure or convenience of the paſſengers. 


The main deck is laid out into chambers for the 


0 of the crew. A gangway runs on both ſides 


the veſſel, ſo as to render the apartments private. 
It is aſtoniſhing how little water theſe junks 


draw. Some of two or three hundred tons may 
be navigated with ſafety on the moſt ſhoally rivers. 


| Moſt of them have only one maſt, which, as well 


as the rudder, is clumſy. and inelegant. 
A very wiſe precaution is uſed 1 in the navigation LY, 


— 
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of the rivers of China. No ſooner does it become 
dark, but a lighted lamp is ſuſpended from the 
maſt's head, as the ſignal of approach. Thus the 
danger of veſſels running foul of each other is pre- 


vented. Beſides, theſe lamps being formed of 
tranſparent paper, inferibed with Chineſe charac- 


ters, ſerve to annonnce the name of the junk, or 


the rank of its paſſengers. Other lights likewiſe - 


are diſtributed round the veſſel at night. During 
the day, filken flags are diſplayed, which being 
ſtamped with letters, anſwer the purpoſe of no- 
tification, the ſame as the lamps. Theſe lights. 
and flags have ſometimes a 12578 and a novel ef· 
Tent” 

The Mandarin and his ſuite Saco Se ne 
and took the lead of the proceſſion. His Excel- 
lency the Ambaſſador, and the principal gentle- 
men, had ſeven junks for their - accommodation. 
The ſolgiers, cee, and de bars... Pp 
| the rear, | 
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Sail 1 for Pebin—Coumry, 4 Inhabitants de en, 


Tea-Tree—Arrive at Den- Sing. 


T AV ERY thing being: ready, Lord BE 


took his leave of the principal mandarin at 


1 Niettow, on the morning of the 8th of Auguſt; and 


having received a very liberal ſupply of proviſions, 


tea, ſugar, vegetables, and fruit, together with a 
quantity of wood and charcoal—for mineral coal is 


not known here, nor did we find it was uſed in any 
part of this empire—the dn proceeded up the 


river. 


8 cannot expreſs the effect the ot ſcene 


| del on our minds, as we paſſed through a 
country rich in the charms of nature and of art. 


Cultivation every where ſeemed to have exhauſted 
its diligent reſources. The fields were enriched 


with its toils, and preſented a view of various crops, 


as luxuriant as fancy can conceive. Abundance 


of ſheep and the moſt beautiful cattle were ſeen 


grazing here in the meadows. 15 
The gardens, on the courſe of the ireams ap- 

peared equally adapted for pleaſure and utility; 

and e much en may plume them 
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e on their ſuperior n of agriculture, 
gardening, and ornamental deſign, the Chineſe, in 
moſt reſpects, would bear away the palm. Their 
taſte, to our eyes, may be leſs chaſte; but their di- 
ligence overcomes difficulties, which in moſt coun- 
tries would appear inſurmountable. 1 
Ins this delightful voyage, the mandarin s guards 
marched by day along the banks of the river, and 


| £4; 4 
at night pitched their tents, where the junks lay at bi 
anchor. Both the fronts of the huts on land, and tze 
veſſels on the water, were decorated with lamps, * 


and together formed an attractive ſight. 
The centinels, who kept a regular watch during 


the night, were furniſhed with a piece of hollow ß, 4 


bamboo, which they ſtrike with a mallet at regular - 
intervals, to ſignify their vigilance and activity. 


This cuſtom, tlie peyings, or ſoldiers, informed us, 1 19 
was univerſally adopted by the Chineſe army. 445 


| At an early hour next morning, the gongs gave 
the ſignal for ſailing. Theſe inſtruments are made 
of braſs, ſomething reſembling the cover of a large | 


culinary. veſſel; and when ſtruck with a large mal. 
let; covered with leather, produce a ſound that - - #4 


may be heard farther than the European trumpet 


} ; 
or bell, in the room of which they are ſubſtituted. 41 25 


4 2 
. . * inf "Nie 
With the uſual ſupply 'of provifions, for the 1 
- firſt time, we received a jar of the counvy. wile. 8 My 
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It poſſeſſes a good body; but the taſte is ſharp and 
unpleaſant. In-colour it reſembles Liſbon wine. 
Military honours are not unknown in China... 
In paſſing feveral populous, towns, where ſoldiers. 
were quartered, they were drawn up on the banks 
to receive the Ambaſſador, while crowds of ſpecta- | 
tors filled every acceſſible ſpot of view. | 
The uniform of a Chineſe ſoldier deſerves a de- 
ſcription. It conſiſts of black nankeen trowſers, 
over which a kind of cotton flockings are drawn. a 
Their ſhoes, which are alſo made of cotton, are 
extremely clumſy, broad at the toes, and furniſhed 
with immoderately thick ſoles. From the top of 
their trowſers is ſuſpended a purſe, which contains 
their money. They have neither ſhirts nor waiſt- 
coats, but only a large hlack nankeen mantle with 
looſe ſleeves, turned up and fringed with red co- 
| loured cloth of the ſame fabric. A broad girdle 
confines this looſe robe, ornamented in front with 
a kind of plate, faid to be a compoſition of rice. A 
pipe, and bag for tobacco, hangs from this cincture 
on one fide, and à fan on the other. Theſe ap- 
pendages, and a ſupply of tobacco, are allowed by 
the Emperor. They wear their ſwords on the left 
ſide, with the point forwards. A bow is flung un 
der the left arm, and a quiver on their backs gene- 
rally contains twelve arrows. Mug, however, 
Ee carry 


. carry fre arms; and though it is impoſſible for the 
Chineſe to teach Europeans any improvements in 
the arts of deſtruction, in the caution they employ 
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to prevent. accidents with artillery and muſkets, 
they might give the wiſeſt of us a leſſon in we: 


more commendable art of preſervation.” \. - 
The ſoldiers have a tuft of hair on the back of 


their head, which is plaited down the back, and tied 
at the extremity with a ribband. The reſt they 


ſhave. 


They cover their heads with ſhallow ſtraw 
hats, bound under the chin, and decorated with a 


red plume of camel's hair. According to our ideas, 


little that looks like military enters into the com- 
poſition of a Chineſe ſoldier's dreſs. 

Their colours are commonly of green ſilk 1 5 
with red, and painted with characters in gold. Of 
thefe they employ a great number. 


In ſailing up the river, we ſaw numbers of ruſtic: 
N chiefly conſtrued of mud, with ſome 


few of ſtone. 


The country women, with the cu- 


rioſity natural to their ſex, advanced to ſee the pro- 


They ſeemed to walk with difficulty; 


having their feet and ancles bound with a red fillet 
-to confine their growth. Their front hair is 
combed back on the crown of the head, and club- 
ed, and decorated with artificial flowers and ſilver 
pins; the hind hair is then brought up, and ſecured 


under the club. Except i in regis: to the decora- | 
721 tions 
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tions of the head and che bandages on their feet, 
the dreſs of the Chineſe women differs but little 
from that of the ſoldiers. i 


Our progreſs was by no means rapid; but we 
were every moment attracted by ſome new objects, 


which prevented our wiſh for greater-expedition. - 
In the courſe of one day's: ſailing, which could not 


exceed twenty-four miles, we paſſed ſuch an im- 
menſe number of junks, and ſaw ſuch crowds of 


people, as would almoſt exceed belief did we at- 
tempt calculation. Independent of the moving 


ſcene, the river itſelf, ſpacious and meandering, 


Was a noble object; and the diverſity of its banks, ; 


and the views which occaſionally opened over a 
rich and varied country, would have afforded a 
ſcope to the moſt glowing pencil. 

For the firſt time, we ſaw the plantations of the 
tea-tree, on the 10th. This plant, ſo injurious to 
the conſtitution, and ſo captivating to the taſte, 


which, from being originally an uſeleſs luxury, has 


now become a neceſſary in ſo many countries, has 
been well deſcribed by botaniſts, and -a repetition 


here would be needleſs. We ſhall, however, ol - - 


ſerve that it is of a low ſize, with a narrow leaf, 


| ſoinewhat like myrtle. It was now. the ſeaſon 


when the tea-tree was in bloſſom. The bloſſoms 
are picked when young, and mixed with the tea, to 
which they communicate a more agreeable flavour. 

Plentiful 
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Plentiful as tea appears to be in this province, it is 


not within the reach of the lower claſſes, as the 
crew of the junks were glad to receive our tea 


leaves, which they dried, and then boiled, to pro- 
cure their favourite beverage; ' Tea is univerſally 
uſed in China without ſugar; and as the natives, 
particularly the lower orders, frequently dry and 
reboil the leaves for ſome weeks ſucceſſively, they 
unite ceconomy with gratification; which would 


be ſalutary, if copied here. 


On the morning of the 11th we approached the 


city of Tyen- Sing. The banks of the river here 


preſented fields of millet and rice. The number 


of ſpectators that met us, both in veſſels and by 4 
land, exceed all calculation. For nearly two miles 


we obſerved a range of ſalt heaps, diſpoſed in co- 
lumns, and covered with matting; but whether 
manufactured on the ſpot, or for what purpoſe 
ſuch a prodigious quantity was mn we were 
not able to aſcertain. 

- The noiſe and thouts of an innumerable multi- 
tude of people attended our entrance into the city. 


This is a very populous and extenſive place. The 
houſes are built of brick, and are in general two 


ſtories high, covered with tiles; but the want of 


regularity offends the eye; and the ſtreets are fo 
uncommonly narrow, that not more _ two 6 


ny can walk abreaſt, Ae | 
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Soon after our arrival, the Ambaſſador, Who was. 
received with military honours, went in full form 
to viſit the chief mandarin. His palace is large 
and lofty, paliſadoed in front, gilt and painted in a 


very fanciful and expenſive form. Even the ex- 


ternal walls are decorated with paintings; and the 
roof is coated with a yellow varniſh of brilliant ef- 
fect. Here the Ambaſſador and ſuite partook of a 
cold collation, at which all the dainties of the © coun= _ 
try were collected. i 3d 
In honour of the diſtinguiſhed» wifi 2 | Chineſe | 
play was perfotined. The theatre is à ſquare 
wooden ſtructure, in the front of the mandarin's 


palace. The ſtage is ſurrounded with galleries, 


which were decorated wes -ribbands and filken 
ſtreamers.” 

he eee conſiſted of warlike ma- 
nœuvres, varied by flight of hand deceptions, and a 
diſplay of perſonal agility, in which the performers 


_ acquitted themſelves with admirable adroitneſs. A 
band of muſic, conſiſting of wind inſtruments, en- 


livened the ſcene. The novelty of both pleaſed: 
the eye, rather than delighted the ear. The female 


characters were performed by eunuchs: the deli- | 


cacy of the Chineſe would be ſhocked at the pub-- 
lic exhibition of their women. 
When the Ambaſſador and attendants aw. 
on board, ſuch an immenſe number of people ac- 
| 8 „„ companied : 


— ; * 
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coinpanied them, in every kind of conveyance ca- 
pable of floating, that accidents appeared inevitable. 
We were witneſs to one, where part of the deck of 
an old junk-giving way, from the enormous preſſure 
of FER oo en perſons to a AN 
grave. 


A very liberal ſupply of peilen had been ſent 


us before we embarked. Indeed, from the ſuper- 
abundance, we entertained the crews who navi- 
gated the junks; ; thus converting the hoſpitality of 
the country to the relief of the natives, for which 
mark of attention they e a due ſenſe of _ 
titude. | | | 
A preſent havi ing been made of ſome parcels of 
{ilk by the mandarin 'Tyen- Sing, to the embaſſy, 
an officer, by the direction of the Ambaſſador, diſ- 
tributed them among his ſuite; but it not being 
poſſible for every one to have an equal ſhare, it was 
determined, after two pieces were diſtributed to 
each of the gentlemen, the remainder ſhould be 


diſpoſed of by drawing lots, by which means every 
perſon whether mechanic, ſervant, en e Bye 1 


| foldier, had an equal chance. f 

The weather had been een hot for 

ſome days; and at an early hour on the morn- 
ing of the 12th of Auguſt we were viſited by 


_ a moſt tremendous ſtorm of thunder, lightning, 
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1 LORD MACART NEVIS 
and rain, which is not unuſual. in this: cli- 
1 Was us HV I {Rey 3 hours this , 
day, to employ men to tow the junks along. ln 


China, numbers follow this laborious vocation, to 
which they are called when the wind or tide fails. 


A rope is fixed to the maſt, and another to the 


head of the junk. Theſe are of a length propor- 
tionable to the breadth of the river, and are fixed, 


one at each end, to a ſtick of about thirty inches 


long. This is thrown over the head and reſts on 
the breaſt, forming a kind of harneſs. Every 


draughtſman is furnifhed with a ſimilar apparatus, 


and when all are ready, the leader gives the ſignal 


to advance. The towers act in concert, and pro- 


ceed with a meaſured ſtep, which is regulated by a 
kind of muſical tone, conſtantly repeated. The 


fatigue theſe uſeful drudges undergo would appear 


exceſſive to any but the Chineſe; they wade 
through marſhy banks, and ſtalk through muddy 


| foil, with a perſeverance that claims at once our 


pity and admiration. 

Next day, when we received the ood 3 of 
proviſions, we ſet about cooking them ourſelves; 
being perfectly diſguſted with Chineſe filthineſs in 


regard to their victuals. With reſpe& to rice, 


however, they deſerve the praiſe of cleanlineſs, 


N Weh it well ; in cold water, and drain it 
en 


= 
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Gain a deve, then fees it intò boiling water, 
and when pulpy, take it out with a ladle, and put 


it into another clean veſſel, where it is ſuffered to 


remain till it becomes quite White and dry. In 
this form it is uſed for bread. 


conſtitute the uſual food of the lower claſs. They 


eat regularly every four hours of the day, and fel- 


dom vary their humble repaſt. Their tables are 
about a foot high; on them a large veſſel of rice 


is placed, and each perſon, fitting on the floor, 


helps himſelf into a ſmall baſon. The vegetables 


are taken up with a couple of chop-ſticks, and 


eaten with the rice. On particular days a. more 
genial diet is uſed. The uſual en is a weak 
; infuſion — 14 th 

Amid the new and extraordinary e hich 
in ſuch rapid ſucceſſion caught the view, perhaps 
the number. of the inhabitants that every where 
_ preſented themſelves, was the moſt wonderful. It 
may be thought to border on the marvellous, but 
it is a certain fact that we could not paſs fewer 
than four thouſand. _ in the courſe. of this 
day. 

On the 1 DEA we failed by the town: of Cbo- 
tung-poa. It coinmands a pleaſant view, and ap». 
pears to be of conſiderable magnitude. 

EZ 


_ 


Indeed, boiled rice, 
and ſometimes millet, with vegetables. fried in oil, 
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. LORD MACARTNEY'S 


Wherever the eee, pulſed) he received... 
1 0 ſalutes. 

Soon after leaving R we alt x a 
£5 ſtream, over which were two bridges with 
two arches of elegant architecture. On a gentle 
eminence, at no great diſtance, ſtood the palace of 
the mandarin. It was built of ſtone, - two ſtories 
high, and exhibited a: favourable Ta of Chi- 
nefe taſte and deſigg. 

When we had moored for the night, the princie | 
pal mandarin of Tyen-ſing arrived, with a nume- 
xous retinue, to pay his reſpects to the Ambaſſador, 

A troop of men preceded him, who notified his ap- 
proach by ſnouts. Then followed two men car - 

rxrying large ſilk umbrellas, to ſhade the palanquin 
tom the ſun, when required; the ſtandard-bearers 
ſucceeded; then the foot ſoldiers; the mandarin in 

his palanquin came next; and a troop of cavalry 
brought up the rear, In this ſtile, perſons of dif- 
tinction in China generally travel; and the 
Higher their quality, the more numerous their at- 
tendants. 

Next day was marked whth ti occur- 

rence. The banks of the river became more di- 
veiſified and pictureſque; and both the eye and the . 
1 mind were gratified and impreſſed with N 
| beauty, and luxuriant e I 
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\ bs the evening we took a walk along the banks | 


of the river., The corn. was now. almoſt ripe ; 
agriculture appeared in its beft form ; and copious 


plenty ſeemed to countenance and ſupport the im- 


mene en we Fry where obſerved. © he 


— 


« 
IS 
«we 


32 


CHAP. vl. 5 
| pe; at the City of Tong- tchew, where the Faves 
F porn id n Sc. Le. 1 


TE tid as hs city of lhe a 
the 16th of Auguſt, and here our voyage 
ad. This place is diſtant only twelve miles from 


Pekin. Expectation was now rouſed, and ſome de- 
gree of anxiety awakened. We found an inclo- 
purpoſely erected, for the landing of the 
baggage and. preſents. It occupied nearly the ſpace 


mandarin went to inſpeCt it. 


A temple was allotted for the reſiderice of the Y 
embaſſy, during its ftay at this place ; and the 
whole ſuite, of every deſeription, received an invi- 


tation from the grand mandarin to partake. of a 
noble breakfaſt , which was to be provided here 
| E 3 next 


Lord Macartney and the conducting | 
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42 LORD MACARTNEY'S 


next morning. Accordingly, Lord Macartney 
and Sir George Staunton ſet out in two palan- 
quins, and were eſcorted to the temple by a party 
of Chineſe ſoldiers. "The breakfaſt was compoſed 
of various made PR 1 tea, wines, fruit, and 


confectionary. 15 
Every exertion was made to Land the beg 
and preſents with ſpeed and fafety ; and fuch emu- 


lation was diſplayed in this ſervice, that moſt of it 


was lodged in the depot before night. Two Chi- 


neſe officers inſpected every caſe and package at 


the gate of the incloſure, of which they appeared 
to take a written account, and paſted marks cor- 
reſponding with their minutes on every ſeparate 
article. This, we underſtood, was done with 
a view of certifying the Emperor of all that was 
brovght into his dominions. 

The temple, as it was called, ppt for 
the reſidence of the embaſſy, though in fact it was 
the habitation of a timber merchant, hired by the 
Chineſe government for this purpoſe, is about a mile 


diſtant from the city. It is a neat, low building, 
of one ſtory high; and confiſts of feveral courts, 
which were ſeverally occupied by the foldiers, fer- 


vants, Ambaſſador and ſuite, The ſoldiers court 
was next the entrance. - Beyond this was. the ſer- 
vants quarter, oppoſite to which is a ſquare build- 
ing of one room, conſecrated to religious worſhip. 
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In the middle of this ſtands an altar, ſupporting | 


three porcelane ſtatues as large as life; and on each 
fide are candleſticks, which ate lighted whenever 
any perſon is paying his devotion, and regularly at 
morn and eve. Before the images, ſtands a pot full 
of duſt, into which a number of long matches are 
thruſt, which are likewiſe lighted during the cele- 


bration of worſhip. The devotees having finiſhed, 


the candles and the matches are extinguiſhed, and 
an attendant on the altar ſtrikes a bell thrice with 


a mallet. All perſons preſent then kneel before 


the images, inclining their heads three times, with 
their hands claſped; which they lift over their 


heads as they rife, Such is the fimple ceremony 


of the daily worſhip of the Chineſe, invariably ob- 
ſerved from the humbleſt to the higheſt, from the 
peaſant to the emperor, This worſhip obtains the 
appellation of Chin-chin-joſh, or the fervice of 
God. The meaneſt hut has its altar and its image; 
ror is there a junk without thoſe appendages. 
From the number of images, in places where the 


rites of religion are regularly performed, and the 


obeiſances being thrice repeated, may we not dif- 


cover a ſymbolic acknowledgment of the Chriſtian 
Trinity? Truth, though obſcured, is not quite 


| obliterated even in countries reputed pagan. We 
ſee faint traces of revelation in India, and in 
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China, though wrapped. up in the veil of myſtery 


and allegory. _— FER 


The court rd to hs uſe of the Ambaf. 
ſador and ſuite, was handſome and ſpacious, deco- 
rated with lamps, gildings, and other Chineſe em- 
belliſhments.. An hundred various diſhes were 
ſerved up at his Excellency's table for dinner. A 
number of Chineſe crouded round, and ſeemed 


highly diverted with the diſplay of European man- 


\ 


ners, ſo oppoſite to their own. Indeed Chineſe 
ſervants were diſtributed in the different apart- 


ments, to be ready at any hour of the day, to ſup- ; 


ply the embaſſy with the various beverages of. the 


| 7 W Theſe are chiefly tea, cold or warm. 


The city of Tong- tchew is about fix miles in 
es, almoſt ſquare, ſurrounded by a high 8 
wall, to which aa external ditch is added, in the 


moſt acceſſible ſpots. It has three gates, each well 


fortified, and may, nander be conſidered 2 as a 


ſtrong place. 
The houſes are almoſt univerſally of wood, of 


one ſlory high, pretty with exterior decorations in 


the Chineſe tile ; but moſt of them are deſtitute 


of furniture, The ſhop is the principal room. 


Before this are high pillars, ſupporting an awning, 


covered with painting and gilding, and decorated 


with ſtreamers. Theſe ſtreamers indicate the com- 


A modities ; 
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modities to be ſold ; and ſometimes a wooden figure 
is ſuperadded, to direct to the ſpot. - . 
In the form and ſize of the houſes and flops 
there is very little variety; the ſame plan prevails 
throughout the city in almoſt every reſpect. The 
ſtreets indeed are of different breadths; but all of 


them have a pavement on each hide for the accom= 


modation of foot paſſengers. 


As a ſubſtitute for glaſs, a. thin 8 paper is 


univerſally uſed in China: however, ſome of the 


palaces of the higher claſſes are Tre wan ilk 
to admit the light. - 


Tong-tchew ſeems to carry on a very extenſive _ 


trade. An immenſe number of junks reſort to it. 
The population i is . tas at nearly half a mil- 
Tom"! 

The ſummers in this climate are very hot; but 
the winters are in proportion ſevere, as appears by 
ice of vaſt thickneſs being preſerved to cool the 
drink during the hot months. In China, ice is 
eſteemed a peculiar luxury. 

The ſhortneſs of our ſtay, and the 3 the 
language, rendered it extremely difficult to obtain 
any correct idea of the nature of the municipal go- 
vernment, It was, however, underſtood that civil 


cauſes were decided by a bench of the lower man- 


darins, 88 their ö was 88 to the re 


S NY view. 
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found they anſwered perfely well. 
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view of the principal mandarin, and even an appeal. 

lay from him to the viceroy of the province. 
The ultimate fate of capital offenders depends 


LORD MACARTNEY'S 


on the Emperor alone; but death is ſeldom in- 
flicted in China. Perſons far advanced in years, 


confeſſed they had never ſeen or known a capital 


execution take place in their province. The mild 
manners, the ſober virtues, of the Chineſe in ge · 


ral, render puniſhments neither frequent nor ſe- 


vere. - An exact police, however, is kept up, and 


delinquencies are expiated [with promptitude and 


_ unerring certainty, if detected. Thus the hopes 


of pardon does not inſpire a vicious confidence ; 


and the extreme difficulty of preventing detection, 


operates as a powerful diſſuaſive from crime. The 
Chinefe, however, feem to enjoy as much liberty 
of action as is reconcileable to the well-being of 


ſociety ; and peace and contentment bleſs their 


lives. 

The curioſity of che people was very trouble 
ſome during our excurſion round the city. We 
were frequently obliged to ſeek an aſylum. in the 


ſhops till the gazing multitude had diſperſed. 


The ſecond day after our arrival, the ordnance 
and ſtores were examined, and a trial made of the 
guns in the preſence of the Ambaſſador. It was 


In 


* 


unser To CHINA. 47 


10 the evening his Excelleney was viſited w the 
chief mandarin, accompanied by Van-Tadge-ln, 


A band of muſic performed during his ſtay, with 


which the viſitors ſeemed vaſtly pleaſed. — 
We had hither eſcaped without a death, or any 
very ſerious illneſs, in the embaſſy fince we entered 
China; but this evening we loſt Mr. Eades, one 
of the mechanics, by a violent flux. To imprefs 
the natives with a favourable idea of the ſolemni- 
ties of our funerals, Lord Macartney was pleaſed 
to direct that the deceaſed ſhould be interred with- 
military honours. In China, coffins are kept'ready 
made. They are chiefly of the ſame ſize for all 
grown perſons; are ſtrong and very heavy ; in 


ſhape ſomewhat like a flat-bottomed boat. The 
lid is ſecured with a cord inſtead of nails. Having 


| procured one of theſe receptacles of mortality, we 
placed the corpſe in it with all poſſible decency. 
Next morning, orders were iſſued for the troops to 
appear with their ſide- arms, except a ſerjeant and 
ſix privates, who were appointed to fire a volley 
over the grave; and as there was no' clergyman 
f attached tothe embaſſy, an attendant on his Lordſhip 
vas called on to officiate on this mournful occaſion, 


| The proceſſion, having been previouſly mar- 
 thalled, proceeded flowly to the burying- ground, 


about a quarter of a mile's diſtance from the Am- 
baſſador's reſidence, An immenſe concourſe of 


: ſpectators 
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ſpectators were allured by the novelty of the ſcene 


to accompany us. Perhaps the moſt ſplendid ex- 
hibition would not have procured a larger aſſem- 


bly. The body was committed to the ground with 
due ſolemnity ; and the proceſſion returned in the 
ſame order as it went. 4 8 

In this country we nd that he. graves 
were very ſhallow. They have memorials of 
marble and ſtone as with us, charged with inſcrip- 


tions. Some of the monuments here exhibited | 


traces of no ordinary ſculpture. This receptacle 
of duſt was of. very conſiderable extent, but with- 
out walls. Except in the vicinity of large towns, 


there are no public burial grounds: in the coun- 


try, the deceaſed repoſe within the precindts where 
they liyed. 


Several 3 paid a” viſit of reſpect to che 


; Ambaſſador, and notified that the day following | 
was appointed for the embaſſy” 8 departure 0 


Pekin. 
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7; a very ks hour, on the morning « of the v4 
8 21ſt of Auguſt, the ſignal was given by. 2 
beat of drum, to prepare ſor our departure. The, 5 1a 
ſoldiers were. firſt marched off. and then then the ſere, 2 
vants; for both of whom covered Waggons, hats ---. 60 
been provided. The gentlemen, of the ſuite fol- | 
lowed in light carts, and. Lord Macartney, OT. 
George d Staunton, „ and the interpreter, ; had each a 
palanquin. In point of equipage and appearanc 
this proceſſion, was mean indeed; it ſunk the di 
matic: dignity ; of a great and powerful nation... nl 
- After leaving Tong-tehew, we entered a ca : 
champaign country, through which we travelled |, 
on a road of uneommon breadth, and beauty. * * 
foot pavements about fix. yards. wide, occupied. ee — n= 
centre, and on cach fide ſeyeral carriages had room ly 
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to run abreaſt. Roads of a ſimilar deſeription eon · | = 1 iN 
duct to the capital from the principal towns of the... : 1% 
empire; and theſe are kept in perſect repair r 
boarers regularly diſpoſed, and conſtantly employed. 3 4 | 
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So LORD MACARTNEY'S | 


we reached the town of Kiyeng-Foo by ſeven. _ 
in the morning. This is a large and populous 
place, and exhibits the appearance of commercial 
opulence. As it was moſt probably a matter of ge- 
neral notoriety, when we were to enter Pekin, the 
concourſe of people who filled every acceſſible ſpot 
of view, and even crouded on us, notwithſtanding 
all the exertions of the mandarins, conſiderably im- 
peded our progreſs, and exceeded what we had hi- 


therto ſeen of Chineſe population. Yet to our 


mortification we obſerved; that our appearance ex- 
cited rather ridicule than reſpect; and burſts of 
laughter accompanied every tranſient ſight. of us 
from our contemptible vehicles. 

We ſtopped nearly an hour at Kiyeng-Foo, and 
received ſome refreſhments of meats, tea and fruits. 
Van-Tadge In like wiſe ordered ſome joau, an un- 
pleaſant Chineſe wine, to be diſtributed to the at- 
tendants of the embaſſy. This he did from the 
benevolent motive of enabling them to reſiſt the 
calls of appetite till another opportunity offered of 
gratifying them, which at preſent could not be 
aſcertained Of the face of the country between 
this town and Pekin, it is impoſſible to ſpeak. 
Myriads of people intercepted our view. Y 

We paſſed beneath ſeveral beautiful triumphal 


1 arches on TITS. the ſuburbs of the metropolis. 


The 


* 
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The 8 they diſplayed, ſerved only for 
a contraſt to the meanneſs of our appearance. 7 

The houſes in the ſaburbs are built of wood, two 
Wertes high, variouſly painted in front. The ſhops 
make a very reſpectable appearance. The ſtreets 
are ſpacious; and on this occaſion they were lined 
with ſoldiers, without whoſe aſſiſtance it would 


have been impoſſible for the cavalcade to have ad- 5 


__ vanced, 


the imperial city of Pekin, or Pit-chin, as pro- 


nounced by the natives. The walls incloſe a cir- 


: cumference of twelve leagues. In the centre of 
each angle is a grand gate or entrance, and a lefer 
one at each corner of the ramparts. They are all 
ol ſtrong ſtone arch work, and fortified by a tower 


of ſeven Rories, riſing over each. The gates in- d 


deed are double: the inner is of the ſame form as 
the firſt, except that it has no tower; and between 


them are barracks for ſoldiers. Ordnance and 


troops are ſtationed at every gate; and though the 
olive branch of peace bleſſes Pekin with- almoſt a 
perpetual ſhade, the arts of defence and of prudent 
caution are neither neglected nor unknown. At 


ten every night the gates are ſhut, and till dawn of | | 
day all communication is ſuſpended between the _ 
city's andithe ſuburbs. -During that ſpace, a ſpecial 


. Fa e order 


At two in the # ER, we e reached the 3 of 


— —— : ˙—3—E-ꝛ⸗‚ 2 ———ů——xĩůð˙ 
„2 62 ie Gags 

8 „„ 2 

2 ; 


— — 
—— ” 
Wy 33 * 
—2 F 
- * * 
o — x - da | 
2 Pl a 
> 22 — 


_ 
wa Foo " 
. 


CTY 


— 4 . 4 * - Fa 
er 4: SEM ET ORD" Ms oxen 
* 44, 2.5 „ N 1 aw 8 | 7 ' * 


% —— 
3 
> 4x 
* * . * 


ger 2 ne "7s - 


ri 


— » \ - TS 4 
A 
6 nn p 2 
th 22 * £5 AH 
4 8 


n — ans _ww Pw Le = dy 


* rh oh In 
* — — 


F "I 
r 2 N 1 — > 
. I © Lo 1 7 A 2 N ; 


5 4 
© © 
o © 99 
9 9 


822 „ — > 


- — LS 13 Y 
2 * [91 * 


Fents for ſale. 


1 ron MACARTNEY's 
17 1 | 8 


order from the | principal mandarin, of the city is 


5 ablolutely necelfary to procure ingreſs or egreſs. 
2 The walls are of great beight, and of maſſy 


" thickneſs; the foundation 1 18 of ſtone, but the ſu- 
perſttucture is wholly of brick. Outworks and 
batteries at mort intervals encreafe the firength | of 
"the walls, an forts are very frequent, but except 
"At the gatex t ere are peicher cannons nor \gyards. 


haperat” majeſty generally refides here from 
, October to, April ; and during that ported, foldiers 


nd 


25 pati role the walls every night. 


— 


On the moſt moderate computation, from the 


Tk gate to "the eaſt t gate | is a a [pace « of ten miles, | 


was our Toute through! Pekin; and, every ſtey 
reſented ſome new ob} ject to arreſt our attention. 
e ſtreets are e clean and commodicus, 
Well payed, and well regulated. An exact police 


"3s kept up; and as every public fünctionary, from 


"the hi gheſt 'to the loweſt, ,; is attentive to the i 
charge 15 his duty, order, neatneſs and 2 adtivi ty are 
eier where perceptible. | Larg e bodies of weg- b 
gers are employed i in ſepar: te by fries ; in removin Y 
derery ſpecies of filth; and another claſs of men 
"ſprinkle the ſtreets, to prevent. the duſt from in | 
'cominoding paſſengers, or injuring 1 the gaudy wares 
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In the capital, and indeed in almoſt 85 town 
in China, the pride of architectural elegance and 


embelliſnment ſeems to be chiefly diſplayed in the 
ſhops. The tradeſmen wiſely lay out the greateſt: 
expence in that apartment which brings them in 


the moſt profit; hence the ſhops in general are 
magnificent, while their domeſtic accommodations 


are neither numerous nor great. The houſes here 


are low, but highly embelliſhed in front, with gal- 
leries, paintings and golden characters. Fine pil- 
lars are erected at the doors of the ſhops, ſupport- 
ing a flag, which indicates the name and profeſſion 


of the maſter of the houſe. Theſe flags, with the 


intermixture of gilding, ſculpture, , and valuable 
- commodities which attract the eye every moment, 
give an idea of ſplendor, which + ney can ſcarcely 
enlarge. 

The butchers ſhops appear to be capplied with 


excellent meat. On entering one of them; to ſa- 
tisfy our curjoſity in regard to the pieces of meat, 


and the mode of cutting it up, which laſt is nearly 
the ſame as our own, we obſerved an earthen ſtove 


with a gridiron. The butcher conſtruing our - 
ſigns into a want of meat, began cutting off and N 


broiling ſmall ſlices, which he continued to ſupply 


us with till we were ſatisfied. Perhaps we might 
conſume about a pound; and. on, producing A 


ri of cane, the yy coin allowed to be cur- 
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rent in China, he took off one conderon, or zen, 


| as the! price of his meat. In this manner 1 fax 
Humber 1 feaſting e on beef and mutton. 


wt In Pekin, as in every populous place i in the 


world, numbers muſt. be engaged in humble 
though uſeful trades, in the ſtreets. Many thou- 
ſands here derive their livelihood from this ſource. 


Theſe it itinerant tradeſmen, according to the nature 


of their buſineſs, either bear baſkets over their 
ſhoulders, or carry a kind of pack. Street bar- 


5 bers are very numerous. Theſe carry with them 


ie implements of their trade, together with a 
chair, a ſmall ſtove, and a water baſon. Their 


cuſtomers fit down in the ftreet, where the opera- 


tion is performed with diſpatch, and A mace is the 


| en compliment to the operator. A pair of | 


rge ſteel tweezers, ſnapped with force gives the 
al that the barber is at hand; and in a coun- 
try where'it is impoſlible that any perſon can en- 
tirely ſhave himſelf, if he complies with the eſta» 
bliſhed mode, this muſt be a lucrative trade. 
Street auQtioneers, apparently poſſeſſed of all the 
fow eloquence and the vociferous exertions of that 


| craft, preſent themſelves ee on a kind of | 


| platform. 


The principal freets being of enormous length, 
are ſubdivided by. arched gateways, under each of 
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gil hats: "Theſe arches continually appear- 
ing, ſerve as central objects for the eye to repoſe 
on. The craſs ſtreets are terminated by ſmall lat- 
ticed gates, ihut during the night; while the prin- 
cipal ones are inceſſantly guarded by ſoldiers, who 
are armed.with {words and whips, to quell any dif- 
turbance, or to correct ſlighter irregularities. 


Me have before obſerved, that the chief care and 


expence is laid out on the ſhops, and except in the 
variety of their embelliſhments, an uniformity 


prevails in the height and extent of their houſes. 


Few private buildings are more than one ſtory high, 
and, theſe are chiefly. of wood. The imperial pa- 
| lace, however, the houſes of the mandarins, andthe 
Pagodas, are diſtinguiſhed by their ſuperior. line 
tion, as well as their, magnificence. _ 
Palanquins are the faſhionable vehicles of FA 


great, while covered carts, drawn by a horſe or 2 


mule, ſerve for the inferior claſſes. 

An opinion has prevailed in Europe, that the 
Chineſe women live ſecluded from view. The 
fact is otherwiſe: they frequently preſent them 
ſelxes from the galleries in. front of their houſes; 
and amid the immenſe concourſe that were aſſem- 
bled; to, view. our proceſſion, perhaps there were 
more women in proportion than we ſhould a 
ſeen in any, principal. town of Europe. 
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features, the effects of which they heighten by col 
metics. They alſo apply vermillion to the middle 
of their lips, which certainly is not an unattractive 
addition to their beauty. Their eyes are ſmall, but 
very expreſſive; and their brilliance is contraſted 

by a peak of black velvet or ſilk, ſet with ſtones, 


which depends from the forehead to the inſertion 
of the noſe. Their feet appear to be of the natu- 


ral ſize. In fact, the women ſeem to enjoy as 
much liberty as is confiſtent with the delicacy of 
the ſex; nor is jealouſy, as far as we could judge, 


a predominant paſſion among the men. On ob- 
ſerving a crowd of women, we addrefled them with 
the word Chou-au, or beautiful, on which they 
gathered round us with an air of modeſt politeneſs, 


examined the make and texture of our clothes, and 


appeared to be vaſtly entertained. They did not 


8 decline a gentle ſhake of the hand, on one of our 


party taking leave; nor did the men who were | 


| preſent ſeem diſfatisfied with our attention or their 


eondeſcenſion. 
In our way through che city, we met a auen ; 
proceſſion. The coffin was covered by a rich 
canopy, with ſilk curtains, highly ornamented, and 
hung with eſcutcheons. It was placed on a large 
bier, and had a great number of men to ſupport it, 
who advanced with a flow and ſolemn ſtep. A 
band of muſic n playing a kind of dirge; 
. and 
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aud after them came the friends and relations of the 
deeceaſed, in dreſſes of black and white... 

Paſſing the eaſtern ſuburbs, we again entered a 
a ich and beautiful country, and ſoon arrived at 


Veumenmanyeumen, one of the Emperor's: pa- 
Y laces, diſtant about five-miles from the city. Here 


„we found rather a ſcanty and indifferent refreſh- 
ment; hutcheing much; fatigued, dhe idea bf raſt 
eee, Welt d 


mw 4 wt, 1 


_—_ 


ay * 1 j i 


ad rich char. VI. ih "2? 


Dee, the Palacesf PH alan 
tun 10 ae W Can- 
nde Palace. „ N Fi, 74-3 


LY 
* 


. 


5 5 15 £2 | ( 2 1 515 
45853 J 


Pd 


* 


His palace dk bath in Gtuation-aod build- 
. ing. We entered it by a common ſtone 
Sateway, guarded by foldiers; beyond this i is akind 
of parade, in the centre of Which is a ſmall lodge 
for the accoramodation of the mandarins in wait- 
ing. The body of the palace is divided into two 


ſquare courts, equally deſtitute of elegance and 


convenience; the windows of the apartments are 
e wee aebi Painted 
Paper; 
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: paper ; and throughout the whole range there was 


no other furniture than a few ordinary tables and 


chairs. Not a bed or bedſiead was any where to 


be ſeen. Indeed the natives fleep on a kind of 
-mattraſs, and cover themſelves with a cufhion of 
| tuffed and quilted cotton. They undreſs only 
partially, when they retire to reſt, and encreaſe the 


number of their coverings according to the ſeverity 


of the ſeaſon. Inſtead of bedſteads, they uſe a 
large wooden bench, raiſed about two feet from the 
ground, and bottomed with bamboos or wicker | 
work. On one of theſe ſeveral perſons may ſpread 
their mattreſſes. | 

Every thing about this ee evinced that it 
had been long deſerted or neglected; and indeed. a 
more unpromiſing ſituation for à royal reſidene 


could nò where be found, The ſituation was na- 
turally ſwampy, and two ponds of ſtagnant water 


communicated their mephitic odours to every 


apartment. Some ſmall graſs fields belong to the 
place; but-theſe too were an exception to the ge- 


neral cultivated appearance of the country. In 
ſhort, centipedes, ſcorpions, and muſquetos, infeſt- 
ed every part of this palace; and for ſuch mu 
tants it was ſolely adapted. | YOUR 
Yet, diſagreeable as the internal ſtate of our re- 
dence was, we were cut off from all external 


k communication. Soldiers and mandarins guarded 
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every avenue; and the embaſſy could be conſi- 


dered in no other light than as priſoners of ſtate, 
His Excellency the Ambaſſador juſtly conceiv- 


ing a diſguſt at a ſituation ſo unfavourable to health 
or accommodation, as well as derogatory to his 


perſonal dignity and the honour of his: country, 


made a ſerious remonſtrance on the occaſion. His 
application was at laſt productive of a change of 
| reſidence; it was not, however, till the 26th that 
we were ſuffered to quit this dreary abode, 
During this interval ſeveral unpleaſant alterca- 


tions took place between the members of the em- 


baſſy and the ſoldiers on guard. The former could 


ill brook the diſgraceful reſtraints laid on them by 
confinement within the walls of their priſon; and 
the latter pertinaciouſſy oppoſed every attempt at 
greater liberty. Theſe fracas were not unfrequent, 


and perhaps were productive of future ill conſe- 


quences to the intereſts of the miſſion. Coneilia · 


tory meaſures by means of negociation would cer- 
tainly have been preferable to menaces which could 
not be carried into effect, and altercations with - 
thoſe, who in the punctual diſcharge of the duty 
impoſed on them, were rather objects of reſpect. 
than of enmity and oppoſition. | Wt 

So much pleaſuredid every perſon 1 to ml . 


embaſſy feel, at the proſpec̃t of leaving this wretch- 
ed place, that every neceſſary preparation was made 
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for the purpoſe in the ſhorteſt” pofßble ſpace of” 
time. Some of the preſents and the more delicate 
artieles of art or manufacture were left here, leſt 
they ſlicuid-be injured by frequent removal. | 

The proceſſion ſet out on its return to Pekin 95 
with the ſame accommodations as it eine; and 
the arrangements having been made more perfectly 
than before, we arrived witliout any àbcldent or 
- confuſion, at the north gate of Pekin about one in 
the aſternoot of the 26th öf Auguſt. This was 
the oounter-gate to wfiat We had entered in t 
former proceſfioni "through Pekin; and prefented 
new views of ſtreets and buildings. A pagoda at- 
traded our notice in our progreſs, being the irt F 
we had found an opportunity of obſerving.” Tt 
ſtands/in'the centre of a beautiful gardeii; is ſquare, 
ſtone built, und gradually diminiſhes from the 
bottom till it terminates in à ſphere.” It fiſes 0 29 

the height of ſeven ſtories, and ain gallery near 
the top, encompaſſed by a rail. 

As it is probable our return was bnerpecbed, we” 
paſſed with' facility through the ſtreets, and'ſoon 
arrived at a princely palace, belonging to the 10 
Viceroy of Canton, who it ſeems was à ſtate pris 
ſoner here for ſome miſcontluct in office. This 
palace conſiſts of twelve large and ſix ane 
courts: it is built of a grey coloured brick, of moſt # 
et bs * ; but except two' "detached © 
edifices, 
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3 which were occupied by Lord Macartney 
and the ſecretary to the embaſſy, the palace was 
only one ſtory high, though this was of unuſual 
elevation. Every thing without and within con- - 
vinced us we now lodged-in a palace: the embel- 
liſhments were in the firſt ſtile of Chineſe taſte; 
and in regard to the beauty of colours and the 
brilliant effect of houſe painting, no natiofl can 
enter into competition with this. The gloſſy ef- 
fect of japan is every where perceptible, without 
the intervention of varniſh ;- for we were con- 
vinced that the beauty pode 'aroſe weed ſoene? | 
ingredients in the original compoſition. | A 
The apartments were very ſpacious, -and king 
with the moſt elegant paper, enriched with gild- 
ing. Lord Macattney's reſidence was ſingularly 
ſuperb, and moreover had an elegant private thea- 
tre belonging to it; and in a word, all ranks and 
| deſeriptions were accommodated in 4 ſtile that 
gave fatisfaQion; and deſerved acknowledgment. 
Here, however, the furniture was neither. valu- 
able nor in any quantity. Chairs and tables, a 
few platforms, covered with bamboo matting and 
carpets, were the only moveables in a palace 
whoſe  decoraridns, both external and 'internaly7 
would not have diſgraced the reſidence of the EO : 


peror himſelf," 17 grad... 


Under the floor, in each! of the nc hot 
2" ATR 35 G. | ments, 
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ment, is a ſtove, with a circular tube, which-cou- 


veys warm air to every part of the room above. 


We ſaw no chimnies in this country ; and under- 


- ſtood that ſtoves ſupplied with ca were e the 


univerſal cuſtom. 
The fupplies for the table were in the beſt file 
of Chineſe living ; which conſiſts more of ſtews. 
and haſhes than ſolid joints. In this reſpect, 
however, we had no reaſon to complain; but the 
ſame vigilance was employed to keep us within 
the limits of our reſidence as ever; and on no pre- 
tence could we paſs the gates, or even ſcale the 
walls, which, were conſtantly nad by a my” 
tary force. 
We were told chat the palace i in which we ware 
. Was built by the Viceroy of Canton 


chiefly from the fruits of his exactions on the 
Engliſh, during his continuance in office, at the 


expence of near one hundred thouſand pounds ſter- 


ling. Thus with impartial juſtice the wealth of gur 


country, unjuſtly extorted, was made Aublerviewt | 


to our temporary comfort.. Re 


* 


Emperor, yet every arrangement was made to add 


Though we wiſhed that qur continuance in this 
place might be of no long duration, as it was im- 


poſſible to make any progreſs in the grand object 


of our miſſion till we had an interview with the 


to the dignity of the . or promote its conve- 
nience. 


4. 


4 
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nience. Having ſettled this buſineſs, we waited 
with anxious expectation the return of a manda- 
rin, who had been diſpatched to learn his Imperial 
Majeſty's pleaſure, whether we ſhould proceed to 
Fartary, where he was then reſident, or wait till 
the period of his uſual return to Pekin. 

Among the mandarins who paid their reſpects 
to the Ambaſſador; on his taking up his reſidence 
kere, were ſeveral natives of France, formerly of 


the order of Jeſus, who being prohibited from the 


promulgation of their religious tenets, had, on ac- 
count of their learning, been promoted to civil 
rank in this country, and had aſſumed its dreſs 


and manners. Theſe gave Lord Macartney 
hopes of a favourable iſſue to the important em 


bafſy he conducted: but a Frenchman, though 
naturalized in England or China, will be a 


Frenchman ſtill—the intereſts of his country, 
nent to his private * will be "_ 8 
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N Da, * Pekin t to the we Palace in 


- 1 Tartary—Deſcription of the. Mall aubich een 
the latter friniGhings Weis 23 HV io 5 


bots R317 3 


7 0 the morning of ws 28th of Ba the 


conducting mandarin came to acquaint the 
Ambaſſador: that it was his Imperial en ty 8 
pleaſure to receive him in Tartar. 
A new arrangement immediateh took 3 
The ptincipal gentlemen belonging to the em- 


1haſſy were ſelected to accompany his Excellency 
anto Tartary; ſeveral of the ſcientiſie  gentlemens 


mechanics, and ſick, were to remain in charge of 
the baggage, and preſents. Ni anne 
The guards, muſicians, — wing received 


| n to hold themſelves in readineſs, with only 
- Indiſpenſible neceſſaries; ; and even; the gentlemen 


of the ſuite were to be as little incumbered as poſ- 
ſible. "They were to carry with them only the 
uniform of the embaſſy and a common ſuit of 
eloaths: the muſicians and ſervants were to be 
dreſſed out in a ſuit of ſtate liveries, which, on 


being unpacked, it was evident that this was not 


their firſt appearance in public; ſeveral of the 
dreſſes bearing the names of their former wearers, 
AA - | % » | | f and 


wo 4 


tg G88 To cuina. by 


And from 4 
had been made wren ib ee 
Ambaſſador. mg the ſervants of ſome former 
33 whether they were of diplo- 
ere CN 
With Waage a0 of little importance to the yes 3 
man fitted himſe 0e nnen, 
ould, though the g einen e ihe 
Ginall cle gh there was a general want of fuita * 
cloaths; and had the party appear — 
n n have ſuppoſed we withed eee 


MN por and Sr Grorga ama 
do bafſador nd Sir Geon | 10 
2 err old — 22 on 
a n aur; had none of tat gd 
.tate Ountry; and ſome of them did bes 
to expreſs their enn «fi — 
Fo ny ants 080 
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| a-poltillion, and a lighehbrſeman, who was to act 
as bis aſſiſtant. A man who! has learned * 
traces is frequently uſeful to himſelf and to others: 
this humble corporal was the only man vrho could 
have healled the Ambaſſador. Hei and his aſſiſtant 
were permitted to exerciſe the horſes in the chaiſe 
for a ſhort time throughithe ſtreets of Pthin; under 
a guard of mandarins and ſoldters; and ſuch 
ciowds afſembjed./to-ſce this extraordinary ſpecta- 
cle that authority was abſolutely neceſſary: to re- 
8 thetipertinent treſpaſſes of curioſity. 1 1 
:- A munber ! of horſes! having» been already 
5 be to the palace, and the riders having made 


Y 


A ſelection, very early in the morning of Septem- 


ber 2, we began our march, bun anetting: with 
frequenit iriterruption, it was-ſpme time before-we 
ould paſs the city gate. This being efeRedy we 
foori drove rough the ſuburbsg and entered ia rich 


and. beautiful country vy a rad of preatidhh, 
but without any central pavement. After'trayet- 


ung aboatz fi miles; we reached ie "village of 


Chin. gihoʒ ryherelwe were allowed our! morning 
refrefhmients. n our route 2we>paſſed a greut 
number of populous villages; and took up lowr 
_ Auſt might's lodging at one pHnhoJamperor's pa- 
Jaces; named Nanſliighee- Ave By N α⁰⏑ν 

Our a beneublent cuductor, Van-Tadge-In, 
ſocrhedite tr rate pag. 
0 Lhe w: © 22 


— 10 n . 657 


P impetial preſence. | Weowere! now. furniſhed 
every day with the beſt accommodations; and re- 
ceived an allowance of ſatatchoo- and 'Chineſe 
wine; the former is a ſpirit diſtilled from rice 
and millet, and man, deſerve the appellation oß 
Chineſe gin. Wh vide n eee wilt} eee 
From Pekin to /I ehol; whither we were bound, 
the fiſtagce is one hundred and ſixty. miles, which 
was divided into ſeven days journies, 10 that, We 
might have the advantage of fleeping inan impe- 
rial reſidencd every night. This flattering mark 
of diſtinction is the Higheſt iti ſeems that can be 
paid j and is never conferred even on the firſt man- 
darins. Tlie palace where we paſſed the firſt 
night had but little to demand attention, Either, in 
ats external appearance. or its ãnternal decorations. 
It was: environed by va ſpacious garden bot 10 
this ve deniad aged... hh 
¶MWie reſumed our journey at four next morning, 
and too our \ firſt; refreſhinent at the town of 
-Wheazon, a place of ſome cornfequence..;;From - 
thence weproceeded:through-duſty-roads;-benieath | 
a burning/ſun;till we reacheil the palace di Chan- 
Chin, where we Haltedi fon the night. This isa 
ſpacious ſtructure, coveringl a great extent of 
ground, and is aderned with gardahs und- planta- 
tions. The ſurrounding country is enclaſed; and 
in point * nn nad ſeen. 
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11 et Irmmenſe herds h carde..? The ſheep teak 
are ſmall, but very fat; they have . ſhost 
tail weighing ſeveral pounddss. 
As we proceeded on our journey the next morn- 
-ing, the diſtant country aſſumed a mountainous 
aſpect; fertility was ſenſibly diminiſhed, and the 
villages became more thin. Abdui non .. a 
the city of Caungchumfoa. It ſeems to be a large 
W and is walled in the manner of Pekin. 
We met nothing worth remark in this: ahiy's 
5 mafeir; except about two hundred carriels and 
dromedaries, carrying wood and charcoal, entirely 
under the direction of one man. The docility of 
theſe animals, and their various uſeful 6 e are 
too well known to be enumerate d. 
The palace of Caungchumfoa W eee at an 
early hour of the afternoon; after the moſt fa- 
tiguing and diſagreeable journey we had hitherto 
experienced. The palace itſelf hias little to diſ- 
tinguiſh it from thoſe we already occupied, and 
the treatment vrhich the Ambaſſador and his at- 
> *endants received; correſponded in every reſpect 
wich what they had undergone before, in their 
Journey to and from Pekin. It is almoſt unne- 
eeſſary to ſay, that however unfavourble appear- 
ances might-be, maſt of us gladly accepted. of 
vrhatever was prepared for our refreſument; and 
it will be doubted by nene, that nothing gave us 
greater 


* 


— 
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dune fatisfaQtion than when our conductor i in- 


formed us that we might retire to the different 


wee re allotted for our repoſe. 1 OO 
Very early the next morning we were ſum- 
| moned together, and ſoon after de parte. 
TY The roads no] became indifferent, and the 
country diſplayed. a, mountainous appearance. 
At a ſmall diſtance from Waung-chanyeng» 
we paſſed a prodigious arch, which united two 


hills, with a parapet of maſſy ſtrength on both 


a ſides. Tbe farther hill is crowned: with a fort, 


whoſe, ramparts ſtretch to to a very great diſtance, 


Beneath this fort is a ponderous. arch-way con- 
guRing down. the hill, ſo. ſteep as, to render travel- 
| ling dangerous. In a romantic valley, at the bot- 
tom, appears the town of Waung-chanyeng . It 

18 irregularly built, about a mile in length, and 
diſplays: à conſiderable ſhare of commerce and 

opulence. ¶ At the extremity of this gownia tem- 


poraryj triumphal arch was erected to the honour 


of the embaſſy, finely ornamented with ſilk 


ſtreamers. Here the Ambaſſador received a ſalute 


from ſome guns, and paſſed between a. double line 
of ſoldiers, who diſplayed a martial appearance and 
militaty parade beyond what we had hitherto Wit - 
neſſed 1 in China. They were regularly drawn up 
n and each 1 was diſtin- 
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guiſhed by a different dreſs. They all wore a 
kind of coat of mail; and had their head and 
ſhoulders covered with ſteel helmets. Their ar- 
mour was matchlocks, ſabres, ſpears, lances, and 
bows and arrows, together with ſome weapons of 
which we knew not the appropriate name. Al- 
moſt every diviſion varied”! in its armour as wo as 
its dreſs. . 5 | | 
We now approached: one of the outer of the 
world, the wall that ſeparates China from Tar- 
tary, the moſt ſtupendous work ever produced by 
man. In the vicinity are cantonments for an 


army of conſiderable magnitude; at the extremity 


of which is a maſſy gateway of ſtone, defended by 
three iron doors, which guard the paſs between 
countries formerly diſtin. This wall, the pride 
of human labour, is ſuppoſed to be upwards of 
twelve hundred miles in length: its height varies 
according to the circumſtances of the ſurfacs: 
Where one of us contrived to get to the top, it 
was upwards of thirty feet high, and about twen- 
ty-four broad. The foundation is laid on large 
ſquare ſtones; the ſuperſtructure is brick; the 
centre is a kind of mortar, covered with flag- | 
ſtones. A parapet of no ordinary ſtrength runs 

on each ſide of an embattled wall. 4 
* we conſider that this en fabric eroſſes 
the 


4 


the wideſt rivers, on arches of proportionate ſize, 
or in the ſame form connects mountains together, 
 occalionally aſcending the higheſt hills, or de- 
ſcending into the deepeſt vales, the moſt active 
powers of imagination will be required to realize 
this effort of man! In every ſituation, however, 
the paſſage along it is eaſy and uninterrupted; 
and it ſerves as a military way from one extre- 
mity of the kingdom to the other. At proper in- 
tervals there are ſtrong towers placed, from 
whence ſignals are repeated, and any alarm may 
be communicated to the moſt diſtant parts of the 
empire with the expedition of the telegraph. 
But man and all his works are doomed to de- 
cay. Time has already fixed on this celebrated 
monument of labour; and as it is now no longer 
neceſſary for ſecurity or defence, ſince the na- 
tions on both ſides acknowledge one ſovereign, it 


is more than probable, that future travellers, in 


ſome remote age+—for it will exiſt for- ages ſtill 
may deſcribe its ruins, and pauſe while they con- 
template the inſtability of ſublunary grandeur. 


Indeed, in ſome places fragments have already 


tumbled down, and e menno n ab ny 
ence defended. 


F 1 * 
« * 4 7 


From the beſt + accounts we a receive, this 
wall Ha den built full two. dn. . 
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nor can its traces be removed but with the con- A 


ſummation of all ing, Ny 


The country on the other fide iſſued a new 
appearance; even the climate was changed. In- 
ſtead of cultivated champain, the abodes of wealth, 
and the buſtle of commerce, we now encountered 
barren waſtes, where art has not yet diſplayed her 
magic powers. However, the lover of nature 


would prefer this ſcene. The grand, the ſub- 
lime, in * — en . enchanied the 


eye. 

About a0 chiles from the great wee came 
to mountain, which exhibited an additional proof 
of the indefatigable labours of the Chineſe in 
works of public utility. A road, thirty feet wide, 
is cut through the ſolid rock; and to leſſen the de- 
clivity, it is ſunk no leſs than an hundred feet 
from the ſummit of the mountain. Vet ſtill the 
aſcent has a tremendous appearance; and without 
this vaſt labour, it could not en ſurmounted | 
by man, - dur Slant bas vets i were” 

At a moderate lande, on the other ſide A 


ſtesp mountain, ſtands the palace of 'Channg/ 


Snanuve. It eonſiſts, like the eſt, of 4 humber 
of courts, ſurrounded by a high wall. In the 
palaces, at leaſt in this country, pictureſque 
8 is either unknown or diſregarded. No 

diſtant 


5 


diſtant proſpects glad che eye: Nature, e, ; 
frequently enchanting, is excluded from the ſight, - 
Here a conſſderable number-of the Emperor's 


ladies are lodged, guarded by eunuchs. - Our 


apartments of courſe were diſtin; but we ſaw. | 


ſeveral of them peeping over the partition that ſe- 


parated their apartments from ours. A few. truſty. 


mandarins have the ſuperintendence of this ſe- 
raglio. Extenſive gardens environ the ſpot. 5 


From Chaung- Shanuve the road takes the cha- 
rafter of the country, which was , every. where . 
Yet ſterile as it now 
appeared, this evidently did not proceed from any 


broken and mountainous. 


want of activity from the natives. Every ſpot 


capable of cultivation was covered with corn; . 


and in one place we ſaw ſeveral patches. of tillage 
where the declivity ſeemed to be wholly inacceſ- 
ſible. This excited our admiration; but judge 
our ſurprize when we obſerved a peaſant labour- 
ing on one of them, . where we at firſt could not 
. conceive how he was capable of ſtanding. This 


poor man, whoſe hut was erected at the bottom of 


the precipice, let himſelf down from its top by a 
Cord tied round his middle. 


induſtry and reſolution. 


The wiſe poliey of the Chineſe PEER bali is 1 
H in 


| EMBASSY | 'To CHINA, 2 73 


Depending on the 
ſtrength. « of this he laboured for his. daily fare, by 
amid continual danger ; a proof at once of Chineſe acl 
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in nothing n more perceptible than in its receiving | 
the greateſt part of the taxes neceſſarily impoſed - 


in the produce of the country. This ſerves as a 
Gl to the exertions of both body and mind. The 
landlord alſo is paid his rent in the produce of his 


farms; and the farmer again pays his labburers 


by an allotment of ſmall portions of land, from 
whence induſtry, with a little occaſional encou- 


ragement, may derive a comfortable ſubſiſtence. 


The only real wealth of nations, is agriculture, 
which is here perfectly underſtood. A regular chain 
zs eſtabliſned between all ranks for its encourage- 
ment; and the artificial and unnatural medium of 
money, the ſource of wretchedneſs and of crimes, 
is only employed as the cement, not as the mate- 
rials, of the building. 

Before noon we arrived at the palace of Calla- 
chottueng, where we ſpent the remainder of the 
day. This palace ſtands between two lofty hills; 


it appears of more modern erection; but in ſtile 


and form reſembles thoſe we had already paſſed. 
Being now near the termination of our journey, 


the Ambaſſador gave orders to practiſe the pro-—- 


ceſſion and ceremonies with which we were to 


appear before the imperial court. His Excel- 


lency Was pleaſed to approve of the rehearſal; 


during the performance of which the band played TD 


the favourite march, known by the appellation 
| + 


. 


„ 1 4 
4 £A 1 | 


10 


an 
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of the Duke of Vork's: perhaps its notes may 


never again echo * the courts of a Chingſe 
palace, 


1 — 


cap. XI. . 
4 rrive at Fohal—Firft Preſentation to the FIN ial 
who ſends Preſents to the Ambaſſador— Audienee - 
of ee f the- Enbeſy. d. | 


* the next morning, being the 7th of "on 


tember, we continued our route over a hilly 
country, where the air was piercingly cold. We 


paſſed ſeveral well-peopled villages; but neither 
the country nor the people were the ſame as on 


the other ſide of the Chineſe wall. 


Early in the afternoon we reached the able of 
Callachotreſhangſu, in extent and form equal to- 
any we had lately ſeen; but we found it tenanted 
- only by ſquirrels which bounded n tha courts 
and haunted the apartments. | 

Next morning we arrived at one of the . 


Peror 's pagodas, where we found an abundant 
ſupply of proviſions. 


Here we made a ſhort ſtay. 
to arrange our dreſs and equipage. 
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Next we came to the village of Gerke 5 
within a mile of Jehol, the imperial reſidence: 


Here we were marſhalled; and proceeded amid an 


immenſe concourſe of ſpectators, with all the pa- 
rade that circumſtances would allow. The ſol- 
diers of the royal artillery led the way—the light- 
horſe and infantry ſuccceded—Ambaſſador's ſer- 
vants two and two—couriers—mechanics two and 
two—muſicians two and two—the gentlemen of 


the ſuite two and two—Sir George Staunton, in a 


palanquin—the Ambaſſador and Mr. Staunton 
cloſed the cavaleade in the poſt- chaĩſe, N 
which ſtood a black boy in a turban. 
The military made a moſt reſpectable they 
and the gentlemen of the ſuite, it may be reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſed, were not forgetful of their dignity, 


and ſtrove to ſupport-it by every external diſplay j/ 


but the generality were a motley groupe, without 


even the advantage of à tolerable uniformity in 


dreſs or appearance, The whole certainly could 
not eonvey any extraordinary ideas of the ſplendor 
or power of the country from which we came. 


Fhe Chineſe might poſſibly be amuſed with the» 


novelty of the ſcene, bit they could * by. nts: 


preſſed with its grandeur, 


Proceeding with a flow pace, in this dale we 


reached Jehol about ten in the morning, and 


drew up before the palace f mg ovided for the TR 


tion 
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tion of the embaſly. The Britiſh military formed 


a line for the Ambaſſador as he paſſed; but not a 


mandarin was in waiting to receive him; and we 
took poſſeſſion of the palace without the welcome 
of an addreſs. 

It was indeed given out that the Grand Choulaa, 
or Miniſter of State, would meet the Ambaſſador, 
and eſcort him into Jehol; and after our arrival, 
we were kept for ſome hours in anxious expecta- 
tion of receiving this honour; but at laſt dinner 


being ſerved up, put an end to our 158985 of n 


him for the day. 


The palace we now inhabited: i is ha on the 


declivity of a hill. We entered it by a Wooden 
gateway, which conducts to a large court. Each 


fide of this court has a long gallery, ſupported by 
wooden pillars, and roofed with black gloſſy tiles. 
That on the left was converted into a kitchen, the 


other ſerved for the ſoldiers to exerciſe in. At 
the upper end was another gallery of more ele- 
gance, from which a door opens into a farther 
court, the principal apartments of which were ap- 
propriated for the uſe of the Ambaſſador and Sir 
| George Staunton, the reſt for the military gentle- 
men attached to them: a third court was occupied 
by the gentlemen of the ſuite, the muſicians, ſer- 
ante, and mechanics. The whole fabric is ſur- 
H 3 rounded 
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routided by a high wall; but owing to the decli- 
> vity -of -the At the view was not _ 
confined. „„ 
Such was our ſivwativn at Tal; we had plenty: 
within our walls, but no one had liberty of egreſs. 
The ſecond day after our arrival, the-Ambaſſa- 
dor received a viſit from a mandarin, with a nu- 
merous retinue. He remained nearly an hour in 
conference with his Excellency and Sir George 
_ Staunton. During his ſtay, his attendants amuſed 
themſelves in examining the dreſs of the Engliſh ' 
ſervants; and on rubbing the lace on their cloaths 
with a ſtone; to aſcertain its quality, ſmiled when 
they found it leſs valuable than brilliant. | 
What paſſed at this conference could not be ge- 
nerally known; but a ſpirit of conjecture was 
conjured up among the attendants on the embaſſy, 
and the preſages they formed were wy no N90 
favourable. 


Inſtead of that NEW OTE which had 8 
crowned our board, the lower claſſes in the em- 
baſſy found ſcarcely enough at dinner this day to 
fatisfy one half of them. They had, however, 
deen previouſly inſtructed, though for what reaſon 
we knew not, that if their proviſions ſhould be de- 
fective in quantity or in quality, they were to in- 
timate the ä to his — alone, and 

ö e „ 


1 
! 


-”» 


- 


_ eafily be reconciled to confinement, and much leſs 


was left untouched; but his Excelleney having 


have been produ ive of much iniſehief to the un- 5 
5 enfeched; they conſiſted of a great number of 


 fowling-piects, two pair of faddle piſtols, two 
| boxes of Triſh tabbinets,” two large boxes of Briz 


"WW 
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leave them- untouched. An Engliſhman cannot 
to famine. We could perceive ſomething too of 


a meditated diſreſpe&, and of courſe felt ſome 
larm. According to our inſtructions the meat 


428 — 


remonſtrated to tie mandarin by means of his in- 
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terpreter, in a few minutes every table was ſerved. ; : 
with hot diſhes, in the uſual variety and profuſion. 1 


Why this entertainment, which muſt have ben is 
nearly ready, was thus witheld, and fo ſpeedily "ti 
produced, ſerved as an enigma to exerciſe our in- 
genuity, but which we could never folve. 3. 
deed no other ideas could poſſibly be entertained 
of it, than that of an effort of Chineſe ingenuity 
to try the temper of Engliſhmen, which but for 
the prudent ſteps taken dy the Ambaſſador, might 
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Next Gs cit diught gon Pekin were 1 


pieces of coarſe cloth, principally black and blue, 
two teleſcopes, two ar- guns, two richly mounted 


tiſh carpeting, and two moſt elegant ſaddles with 
ne. complete. "Craig were placed to 
guard 


| 


wy 
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guard theſe ſpecimens vf Britiſh art and manu- 
facture, till the imperial pleaſure reſpecting them 
ſhould be known, which was afterwards notified | 
by the attendant mandarin, with as mich civility 
. as could be ms from the eee —_— | 
of his office. | _ 

A mandarin of the | firſt des: on FA 12th 
of September, came to acquaint the Ambaſ- 
ſador, that his Imperial Majeſty would give 
him an audience on the 14th. This intelligence 
diffuſed hope and on through the whote. em- 
„ 

Orders were iflucd hk the ſuite ſhould be ENS 
on the morning of the day appointed, to accompany 
his Excellency to the imperial palace. The at- 
tendants were to appear in their beſt liveries; and 
the ſoldiers and ſervants, after having eſcorted the 
Ambaſſador, were to return immediately to their | 
quarters; his Excellency informing them, that he 

had reaſon to hope the reſtrictions impoſed on _ 
them, which were ſo irkſome to all, would in a 
few days be removed, by his endeavours. 

His Excellency was ſplendidly dreſt, in mul- 
berry velvet, with his diamond ſtar and ribband, 
and over the whole he wore the full habit of the 
order of the Bath. Sir George Staunton was in a 
bull court es over which he wore the gown 
and 


— 


- 


4 
- 
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and tool of a doctor of Hus, with the academical 
cap. 


cavalcade; but as parade i is uſeleſs when no 6he 
| can ſee it; the failure was of little conſequence. 
As early as five in the morning, the Ambaſſa- 
dor alighted from kits palanquin, amid an im- 
menſe number of the populace. Sir George and 
Mr. Staunton ſupported his train. 
Inu our return, being tow day light, we "hal 


a view of the city. It is large and populous; buf 5 


very irtegatarly buflt. The Houſes are Tow, and 


chiafty of wood. Exc cept ir the quarter contigu- . 


cus to the Aae palace, none of the ftreets 4e 


paved. | 


The pünelbal fupport of fits plare Bel to 60 
derived from the Emperor s pattlality for it. N 
river connects it With retriots firoatfotis: the ſpleti-" | 


did expente of a coutt, however, renders it rich, 
and bufy. The furroundifig country, though not 
comparable to China, is s in bas beſt ſtate of Tat. 
tary cultivation. 

His Exctllency's viſit, vali thetely a matter 
orm and preſentation, did not engage him 
long. He returned before noon. The Emperor, 
it is ſaid, received the credentials with all the dig- 


1 


From the Aaikheſs of the morning, a confi der! 
able confuſion aroſe in the intended order of the 
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nity of form. He appeared to hs vaſtly f Stuck 
with the manners and abilities of Mr. Staunton, 
to whom he preſented, with his own hands, a 
beautiful fan, and ſome embroidered purſes, 
| Soon after the Ambaſſador s return, a number 
of valuable preſents were received from court, 
conſiſting of velvets, ſilks, and purſes, and ſome 
of the fineſt tea of the country, made up into ſolid 
cakes of about five pounds each. Except ſuch 
as were addreſſed for their Britannic Majeſties, 
theſe preſents were progortincably divided A 
the gentlemen of the ſuite. | 
Next morning, the Ambaſſador, acted as 
'' by his ſuite, paid a ſecond viſit to the Emperor, 
f in order, as we underſtood, to attempt to open the 
1 wiſhed for negociation. On this occaſion he 
'} ſtopped ſeveral hours. The interpreter gave a 
= very favourable report of the aſpect of the nego- 
. | Clation, as far as it had advanced; and our hopes 
fr its ſucceſs ſeemed to derive ſome confirmation 
from a ſecond cargo of preſents, conſiſting of 
ſilks as before, Chineſe lamps, and valuable porce- 
lain; to theſe were added a nunnber of calibaſh 
boxes of the moſt exquiſite fabric. A diſtribution 
was made as before; and mirth and feſtivity, 
ariſing from ſanguine hopes of ſucceſs, crowned | 
the Woint of the Gy. 


| 


Several 
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| Several mandarins viſited the Ninban W on 

the 16th of September; and invited him. and the 
whole embaſly to attend the anniverſary of the 
| Emperor' s birth-day at eourt, on the morrow. . 
Accordingly, his Excellency ſet out very early 

in the morning, and the whole cavalcade reached 
the imperial palace about four o'clock. This pa- 
lace commands an elevated ſituation and extenſive 
views: it contains a numerous range of courts, 
none of which, however, appear very magnificent, 
though ſome of them are highly decorated with 
painting and gilding. The gardens. ſurround it 
for ſeveral miles; theſe are bounded by a wall 

thirty feet high. In the front of the palace is 4 
; fine lawn, with a lake in the centre. 

When the Emperor approached, the mandarins 
in waiting proſtrated themſelves, or it would have 
been impoſſible to have diſtinguiſhed his palanquin 
from one of theirs. No external pomp or badge 
of dignity, marked his dreſs or equipage. It is a 
favourite maxim of his government to check ſu- 
perfluous expence, and to encourage frugality and 
induſtry in every department of his government, 
Actuated by the ſame wiſe and patriotic princi- 
ple, he has forbid any public rejoicings on his 
birth-day, in this leſs flouriſhing part of his em- 
pire ; but ſuch unfeigned homage is paid to his 
dignified and amiable character, that except in his 
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immediate preſcnce, and under his perſonal view, 
all ranks and deſcriptions of men, throughout his 
extenſive dominions, give a looſe to joy on this 


_ auſpicious. day. He had now completed the 85th 


year of his age, and the 57th of his reign... 1n the 
palanquin we could only obſerve his countenance, 
which was animated, and little expreſſive of his 
advanced years; his eyes were dark and piercing ; 
and his whole air bore. the impreſſion of the con- 
ſcious dignity of virtue rather chan of rank aw 
Kate. | 

Our return was e by, a repetition of the | 
ſame kind of preſents, varied in pattern and co- 


Jour. A profuſion of fruits and confectionary 


accompanied thoſe expreſſions of iinperial muni- 
ficence. In the confectionary art, the Chineſe 
ſeem capable of giving a leſſon to the moſt emi- 
nent in that line among the Europeans. 1 
Next day, the Ambaſſador went in a more pri- 
vate manner to have an audience of leave, as the 
Court was ſoon to return to Pekin. At the ſame 


time, he tranſacted certain official buſineſs, the 


reſult of which was generally ſpoken of among the 
ſuite i in the following terms: ; 

That the- Emperor declined entering into any 
written treaty. with Great Britain, or indeed with 
any nation, as being contrary to ancient uſage; 


at the ſame time he expreſſed the higheſt reſpec̃t 


for 
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for He Britiſh ination and the Kings ane was 
 Rrongly' diſpoſed t to give them a preference i in all 
commercial concerns; but that he would not ſacri- 
fice the intereſts of his on people to any foreign 


connections, and would only continue his avowed 
partiality for the Engliſh, while he found they 
conducted themſelves in their commercial inter- 


courſe in ſuch a manner as to deferve it. 


ſador with his own hand, a box of great. value, 
| containing the miniatures of all the preceding em- 


| Written by themſelves; nn wich thy 
| Las tons adreſs: © | 


| and tell him from me, that ſmall as the preſent 
may appear, it is the moſt valuable I have to be. 


tranſmitted tò me thraigh” a. long line of anceſ- 

tors; and J had reſerved it as the laſt token of af. 

fection I had to bequeath to my ſon and heir, as a 

5 tablet of the virtues of his progenitors, Which I 
9 


ſhould hope he had only to peru ſe to be induced to 
imitate; and to make it, as they had done, the 
grand object of his life to exalt the imperial ho- 

nour, and advance tlie happitieſs of his people.” LID 


After dinner, the Anibaffador returned with his 
whole ſuite and attendants, to ſee a play performed 


4 
k * . +. * 


* 


z in 


To evince his high perſonal regard for the 
| King of Great Britain, he delivered to the Ambaſ- 


perors, With à Thort character of each in verſe, 
Deliver this caſket to the King your maſter, | 


ſtow,; or my empire can ftirnifh. It has been 
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in che imperial palace, « on a temporary 8 


The dramatic entertainments conſiſted of mock 
battles, vaulting, tumbling, rope-dancing, and 


other gymnaſtic amuſements, which would have 
done no diſcredit to any performers. A variety 


of deceptions concluded the theatrical fete. One 
of Which was the exhibition of a large bowl, i in 


every poſſible poſition; which was immediately 
placed on the ſtage, bottom upwards and on being 
lifted up again, diſcovered a large rabbit, which 


eſcaped from the performer by taking refuge 


among the audience. The ſpeQators in general, 
including many of our own people, were totally 
at a loſs to account for this deception ; but to 


many of us it was no novelty, having frequently | 


leen the ſame trick exhibited by the jugglers of 
our own country. Other ſimilar tricks, very 


- dexterouſly performed, amuſed us by their novelty 


and apparent difficulty. The theatre made a 
ſplendid appearance, being well-filled with per- 
ſons of diſtinction. | 

Next day, pipes and 1 ſufficient to ſup- 


ply every individual belonging to the embaſſy, 


were received; and ſeveral mandarins came to 
pay their reſpects to the Ambaſſador. In theſe 
viſits we obſerved how little regard is paid to ex- 
ternal appearance in China. The mandarins 
never varied their habits; and even the court- 


\ n. here differ very little from the ordinary 


'habiliments. 
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* 


habiliments. It may be faid to conſiſt of a ; Loſs 


robe, falling half way down the leg, and drawn 


round the neck with ribbands. Over the breaſt is 
a piece of embroidery, about five inches ſquare, 
finiſhed in gold, or ſilk of various colours, with an 
exact counterpart on the back; which badges de- 
note the rank of the wearer. The ſaſh, which at 


other times is ufually 1 worn round the waiſt, is dif | 


penied with at court. 

On our approaching the coaſt of China, Lord 
Macartney had communicated the general orders 
by which the conduct of the embaſſy was to be 
regulated: theſe ſeemed to be dictated by good 


ſenſe, and a regard to the ſucceſsful proſecution 


of the grand objects in view. His Lordſhip's 
obſervations and injunctions, however, delivered 
at the ſame time, did not ſeem to accord with the 


fpirit of liberty and perſonal ſecurity, which ac- | 


companies an Engliſhman wherever he is placed; 


and it is to be feared they gave no very favourable 
idea of the Britiſh character to thoſe on whom it 
was wiſhed to impreſs the higheſt. Hitherto they 


had not been attempted to be carried into execu- 
tion; and it was generally believed, that a per- 
ſon of ſome rank in the embaſſy never approved 
of their tenor; but now it was intimated, that all 
the ſervants of the Ambaſlador were to conſider 
themſelves as under martial law, and that they 

VVV 
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N be puniſhed acoonding to its regulations, in | 
any; caſe of diſobedience or neglect. , It is trus- 
that the experiment was never. made in regard to 
the civil ſervants of the embaſly ; but the alarm 
which this information gave was en felt and 
inwardly reſented. roo te: 
Among the orders given out, was an exnrels 
injunAtion, torbidding any traffic with the natives. 
This we believe was punctually obſerved, as far 
as gain was concerned; but a private in the in- 
fantry, compoſing part of the Ambaſlador's guard, 
having been reported to have (procured; a ſmall. 
quantity of ſamtchoo by the Aſſiſtance of a Chi- 
neſe ſoldier, he was immediately . confined; and 
being brought to a court- martial, of which a cor- 
poral was president. he e ener to receive 
_ lixty laſhes. N Si tt e 
This ane er Freed he the command- | 
ing officer, the Britiſh ſoldiers were drawn, up in 
form, in the outer court. of: the. palace where we 
reſided; and the poor culprit being faſtened to one 
of the pillars of the great portico, received 8 
_ puniſhment without mitigation. 
The abhorrence excited in the breaſts, of the 
| Chineſe, at this cruel conduct, as it appeared to 
them, was demonſtrably proved by their words 
and looks, They expreſſed their aſtoniſhment, 
that a prople A" he mildeſt „the moſt, be, 
nevolent 


> 
4 1 * 3 
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nevolent religion on earth, as they wiſhed to have 
it believed, could be guilty of ſuch flagrant inat- 
tention to its mercifyl dictates. One of the prin- 
cipal mandarins, who knew a little Engliſh, ex- 
preſſed, the general. ſentiment, <: Engliſhman, too 
much cruel, too much bad.” - | 
But it ſeems the commander of the Lion went 
a ſtep farther towards alienating the affections of 
the Chineſe from our countrymen. When that 
ſhip lay at Chuſan, a native brought a bottle of 


ſamtchoo on board, - intending to exchange it for 7 


ſome European article. His deſign. being diſco- 
vered, the Captain ordered him to be ſeized and 


puniſhed with twelve laſhes, in the preſence of 


numbers of his countrymen; though a complaint 
preferred to a mandarin would have obtained the 
fatisfaction neceſſary, and ſaved the e of 

3 and cruel conduct. % 21h 
The mild manners of the Chineſe: indeed eren 
at the public exhibition of puniſhme 
at a loſs te reconcile European behaviour with 


European profeſſions. Our faith and practice, in 


almoſt every inſtance, appears to them to be op- 
poſite; and theſe circumſtances we have had the 
pain to record, as well as ſeveral others Which oe 


caſionally happenéd, inſtead of removing unfa- 
vourable prejudices, ſeemed to eee and 
function their continuancgcgee. 
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Return to Feige be of the aan x: 
Ambaſſador preſented to Bim— Receives Preſents 

in return for thoſe of Britiſh ManufaFure—Or- 
ders 2 prepare for o our Departure—Leave Pekin, 
8 c. . 7. 11 


AVING tony been bes that "oY 

. embaſſy was to proceed to Pekin, where 
its final iſſue was to be ärranged, we ſet out from 
Jehol on the morning of the 21ſt of September, 
after a ſtate impriſoament of fourteen days; for 
the liberty we had been — to U 
was never granted. 1 of 

In this place, however, it may be proper to 

give ſome account of two extraordinary rocks in 
the vicinity of Jehol. One is an immenſe pillar 
of ſtone; about an hundred feet high, ſmall at the 
daſe, and gradually ſpreading towards the top, 
from ſeveral parts of which. flue ſtreams of the 
pureſt water. This lofty object is ſituated on the 
pinnacle of a mountain, which adds to its ſublime 
effect. The upper part of this rock is rather flat, 
and appears to be eloathed with verdure and 
ſhrubs;! but it is totally ĩnacceſſible. Some con- 
vulſion of nature muſt certainly have placed it 
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here and it is impoſſible to view ĩt from the 


valley below without the ſtrongeſt emotions of 
wonder and fear. The Chineſe give it the name 
of Panſuiaſhaung; and juſtly eſteem it as one of, 
the firſt natural curioſities of their country. i 907 


The other is father à cluſter of rocks, Whoſe 


greateſt height is nearly two hundred feet: theſe 
ſtand lĩkewiſe on the ſummit of a mountain; and 
from one point of view, appear one folid maſs. 
Perhaps the world does not en two: RAT 
objects of the kind. e n 
Soon after we left Jehol, we paſſed the Em- 
peror's pagoda, where we ſaw the tributary King 


of Cochin China's Ambaſſador and ſuite, advanc- 


ing with the annual acknowledgment... 05 

We ſlept at the imperial palace of Callachot- 
5 mentioned before, where we loſt an artil- 
lery-man, of the. bloody-flux ; of which alarming 
malady ſoveral:others among the military were ill. 


The attendant mandarin expreſſed great appre- 


henſion, leſt the Emperor ſhould hear of this cir- 


eumſtance, and an alarm of contagious diſorders. 


be given hin 007 2h 141 bein nn 
Next morning we received PW RU that 
the Emperor had left Jehol, and that it would be 
neceſlary.to-advance two, ſtages this day in order 
that the palaces might be at liberty to accommo- 

. ow: majeſty 'Sattendants. RIS 4 An 
: Parkuliy 
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Purſuing the ſame route as we had done before, 
and retracing the ſame objects, our journey to 
Pekin was barren of incidents or novetty. We 
arrived there on the afternoon of the 26th, and 
took up our reſidence in the palace which had 
deen appropriated: for our uſe before we ſet ont 
for Jehol. The arrangements which had been 
made, during the Ambaſſador's abſence, ſeemed 
to meet - his entire approbation ; and as our ſtay 
here, at this period, was likely to be of ſome con- 
tinuance, every preparation and. proviſion was 
made for the domeſtic comfort of the eſtabliſh- 
ment, and the fplendor of the embaſſy. Sa 

The ſtate canopy was erected in the principab 
room of the Ambaſſador's apartments. It was 
made of flowered crimfon filk, and fringed with 
gold. The back diſplayed the arms of Great 
Britain. Under its cover five chairs of ſtate were 
placed; the centre one being elevated above the 
reſt for the Ambaſſador. At the other end of the 
apartment were hung whole length portraits of 
their Britannic Majeſties. The whole formed an 
appearance for an audience-chamber, equal to the 
cenſequence of the country repreſented. 

The arrival of the Emperor was announced by 
a grand diſcharge of artillery on the 28th. 7 

Next day his Excellency was Viſited by ſeveral 
mandarins; ; and ſome packages of Britiſh manu- 

. facturo 
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aadure were put in a ſtate of being e to 
the Emperor. CCC ˙ V 
Siek neſs, at this time, prevailed ſo match nook 


the ſoldiers, attached to the embaſſy, that it Was, 


found expedient to eſtabliſu an hoſpital in ſome 
vacant buildings within the precincts of the palace 
in which we reſided, for their danse and more 
ſperdy recovery , „ d 

On the 1 of Odober, a 58 h 
in the name of the Emperor, that the ordnance, 
preſents might be ſent to the palace of Veumen- 


manyeumen, here the Chineſe- themſelves were 


to prove ald examine them. The chariots and 


other preſents were alſo nne to de n 


— 97-14-34 7 e t 
10 The. following ay hs Ambaſſador etna a 
formal invitation to wait on the Emperor on che 


morrow. His Excelleney went in a private man- 


ner, and tranſacted buſineſs with the officers of 
ſtate. The conference laſted for two hours; and 


there were no apparent reaſons for ſuppoſing that 


the objects of the, million ere not in a progreſ- 
five Kate of ſucceſ . 44 


„The imperial palace in Pekin 1 10 e 
middle of the city, and is ſurrounded by a very 


high wall. It is ſaid to occupy: a circumference. 
of about ſeven. miles, containing gardens both for 
een and utility, &pleniſhes: with: all that is 
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rare in art or nature. Our view of the whole 
was very confined: and from actual obſervation 
we can ſay nothing of the internal ſplendor of the 
palace, or the beauty ef its appendages. We 
muſt, however, confeſs, that this royal reſidence 
had ſomething of an impofing appearance, com- 
pared with the ſurrounding objects; but there is 
great reaſon to doubt whether it deſerves the ex- 
traordinary character and deſeription it has re- 
ceived in ſeverał accounts of China. The en- 
trance into the palace is by a ſtrong ſtone arehed 
way. The range of buildings fronting it is three 
ſtories high, and much embelliſhed with galleries, 
gilding, and painting. The voof is covered with 
ſhining tiles, of a yellow colour; the walls are 
vatiouſly painted and decorated. A large body of 
foldiers guard the gate; and ſeverat r of 
the firſt claſs are in conſtant waiting 
The Ambaſſador now ſettled the order as If 
poſition of the tables for the different departments 
of the houſhold;, and every thing ſeemed to indi- 
cate a reſidence of ſome permanency at Pekin. | 
More preſents were unpacked, conſiſting of 
plated ' goods, hard-ware, and cutlery; and the 
whole was equally divided between the tt Apes 

and the Grand Choulaa. 
On the 5th, the Emperor viſited the . of 
Veumen-manyeumen, to inſpect the preſents 
which 


NY "EMBASSY TO CHINA, 5 
which were lodged there; ; and was pleaſed to or- 
der ſeveral i ingots of ſilver to be diſtributed to every 
perſon attending. The Englith artificers, who 
were the immediate objects of his generoſity, and 
had a complete view of him, deſcribed his Ma- 
jeſty as being about five feet ten inches high; of a 
ſlender form, but well proportioned; and that his, 
countenance preſented a regularity of features, 
free from the decrepitude of age. His deport- 
ment was attractively affable ; and the dignity of 
the prince was only diſplayed in the ſuperior man- 
ners of the man. He was habited in à robe of 
yellow ſilk, and a cap of black velvet, ſurmounted 
with a red ball, and adorned with a peacock's fea- 
ther. He wore ſilk boots, embroidered with gold, 
and a blue ſilk ſaſ. | 

The opinion his Majeſty formed of the 1 
could only be collected from their being generally 
received. Two camera obſcuras were, however, 
returned, as being ſuited only to the amuſement 
of children. Our interpreter, explained to the 
mandarins the nature and uſe of a variety of 
articles. LED 

Preſents were this day received frond the Em- 
peror for their Britannic Majeſties.' The Am- 
baſſador and ſuite had likewiſe their proportion. 

At noon on the 16th, the Ambafſiador again 
went to viſit the Emperor; but on his arrival at © 
court 
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court he fainted away, and beihg conveyed home, 
continued indiſpoſed during the day. In the 
meanwhile, Sir George Staunton and Colonel 


Benſon diftributed to each of the foldiers and ſer- 


vants, ſome pieces of ſilk, others of dongaree, (a 
kind of nankeen) and a junk of filvet, of conſider- 
able weight, a as a een . 1 1 bee Ma- 


The optical, — puad:dnantieremektab i. 


ſtruments being removed from the palace of Y eu- 


men- manyeumen, the gentlemen and mechanics 
were diſmiſſed from their attendance there. On 
a trial of the powers of ſome of the articles, be- 
fore the mandarins, they failed in the effects 
aſcribed to them, and others excited little ſurprize 
or admiration i in the Chineſe 2 . ende 
6 £ 7 LOL pA 
A report OR to an: thas we were ſoon 
to quit Pekin. It occaſioned a conſiderable . ſhare 
of ſpeculation, though it obtained ey na 
afterwards appeared to be due. is t 
This report, which at fiſt met 1 only a 
faint belief in general, was confirmed by an order 
from the Ambaſſador, to prepare for our departure 
on Wedneſday. Our ſurprize and concern may 
eaſily be conceived. After a variety of fatigites, 


ve conſoled ourſelves that we ſhould now have 
en ſome ca 3 but all perſonal eonſidera- 


tions 


. 
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tions mere abſorbed i in public affairs, i in which the 
humbleſt individual felt an intereſt. The grand 
objeQs of the embaſly were evidently unaccom- 
pliſhed; and in our attachment to the good of our 
country, its ue its np we =" 8 ©: 
other care. * 


— 


I . little dcn all the Aa was _ 
packed up and arranged, ſeemed a reaſonable de- 
mand. The attendant mandarin made the requi- 
ſition: an order arrived from the Grand Choulaa 

to ſuſpend our departure till Friday: but judge 
our aſoniſhment, when this was countermanded | 
by the Emperor himſelf, and we were expreſsly_ 
ordered to depart on the day firſt intimated, = * 
It is not to be ſuppoſed that our ſituation could 
enable us to judge of the reaſons on which this 
unexpected mandate was founded. It was re. 
ported by the Chineſe, that as the buſineſs on the 9 
part of the Emperor was already compleated, he _ 
was ſutprized the Engliſh Ambaſſador was not 
anxious to return to his own country. It was alſo bel 
ſaid; that his Majeſty was alarmed at the number 
of our ſick, leſt any contagion ſhould. be commu- 5 
nicated to his ſubjocts. Nor were there perſons 7 
wanting who aſcribed his determination to an a 
averſion contracted againſt us, from the ſkill and f 
ingenuity we evinced in thoſe engines of deſtruc- '- 
Up the braſs mortars; which were tried in nir: 
. | preſence. 


9 4 reno wn nat, MBA 


cry failed to relieve the gloom. of diſappointment; 
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preſence, It was ſaid he deprecated the ſpirit of 

a people, ho, contrary to the vital avowed ꝓrin- 

ciples of their religion, had made ſuch a profi- 

ciency im arts which ſeemed to contradict them all. 
To ſpeculate on the policy that actuated the 

court of Pekin on this occaſion, would be vain. 

We ſhall neither preſume to aſeribe it to any miſ- 85 


ungracious, and mortifying in the extremem. 
In this ſtate of affairs, Lord Macariney ſent the 
carriage of ceremony, as a preſent to the Grand 
Choulaa, which was refuſed; and after we. had 
left Pekin we found it returned on our way. 
The confuſion ariſing from this ſudden and un- 
expected event, rendered it impoſſible to arrange 
the baggage with any order. We huddled it to- 
gether in the beſt manner that circumſtances 


would permit. Some articles, which could not be 


packed up, or were. now uſeleſs, were given ta 
the mandarins. the natives took care to purloin a 
ſhare, and Lord Macartney' s ſervants _ the ca- 
nopy of ſtate. 

We ſet out on the aa, that 105 to Tong- 
tchew at a very early hour on the morning of the 
9th, and reached that town. in the evening. Even 
the thoughts of being on the return to our coun- 


and 


Per ent; but the manner in; „ 
which the embaſſy was diſmiſſed was certainly 
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and to enereaſe our unpleaſant ſenſations, we met 
with negle& and humble accommodations, com- 
pared to what we had experienced before. We 
were lodged here in EPI ſheds, Is with - 
firaw; matting. : | 
Next morning, on proceeding to the ſide of the. 
river, we found the junks intended for our recep- 
tion. The baggage was put on board with all 
poſſible expedition, but not without a degree of 
confuſion beyond what we had yet known. The 
Ambaſſador and his ſuite occupied ſeven junks; 
the attendant mandarin and his party followed in 
ſeparate veſſels. Soon after the embarkation was. 
performed, dinner was ferved up; and at ah early 
hour we retired to reſt, after a moſt fatiguing day. 
Nothing occurred for ſome days: we ſtill at- 
tracted the notice of the natives; but received 
much leſs of the ceremonĩous 3 Uttentiohs 1 our 
former voyage: | 
On the 16th we left the ei &. the river, 
and entered a canal of infinite labdur and expence. 
The ſides are maſonry throughout its extent; and 
at certain diſtances locks, in the form of a ereſ- 
cent, are erected, which confining the water to a 
narrow paſſage in the middle of the canal, oeca-· 
ſions a moderate fall of about three feet. The 
motion of the junks is accelerated in paſſing theſe 
locks, and continues to ſome diſtance; and to pre- 
N a2 ; vent 
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vent veſſels receiving damage: from ſtriking againſt | 
the walls of the lock, men are-always ready to let 
down large leathern pads, which en break 
the ſhock. 

In the courſe of this day we paſſed a er of | 
theſe locks, whoſe conſtruction and. effects, we 
found invariably the ſame. 

For ſome days we failed 1 a 9 EAN f 
in agriculture and population. We obſerved 
plantations of the ſhrub which produces the im- 
perial and gunpowder tea. In ſize and figure it 
reſembles the gooſberry-buſh. Imperial tea is 
the produce of the firſt bloſſoms ; gunpowder. tea 
is a collection of the err bloſſoms, as they 
appear. 

Not only che exterior . of reſpeRt had * | 
withdrawn from the embaſly by the Chineſe, but 
we even. found. our proviſions deficient, both in 
quantity and quality. A repreſentation to the 
mandarin procured immediate redreſs in this par- 
ticular ; and it was farther reported, that the fame 
benevolent character had exerted himſelf with ef- 
fect to do away ſome very unfavourable impreſ- 
: ſons, with which a Tartar mandarin had preju- 
diced the Emperor againſt the Engliſh, by repre- 
fenting them as diveſted of every e quality, 
and addicted to every vice. | 

On the 20th we paſſed numerous plantations of 

EA, 


i of 
” — 4 
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tobacco; a plant cultivated here in the greateſt ; 


varlety, and to the greateſt extent, of any country 
in the world. Indeed fmoaking being the uni- 
verſal practice from infancy to old age, the quan- 
tity of tobacco confumed in China muſt . 
Al th6derate calculation. 

Several cohfiderable Cities appeared at a ___ 
diſtance from the canal; the garriſons from which 
advanced to the banks, to give the uſual ſalbte. 

Several corn-mills, wotked by water, and appa- 
edit the fame conſtruction as in Europe, ar- 
reſted our attention in our progreſs. 5 


A lofty pagoda, of eight ſtortes, opened to how 


view on the morning of the 23d. Next day we 


faw the Chiinefe- poſt paſs along the road on the 


tatgin of the canal. The letters ate incloſed in 
1 pe barnbbo baſket, Hoopeck With Calle; it is 


then locked, and the key is given into the cuſtody 


of one of he ſoldier s, who delivers It to the poſt- 
maſter. The baſket is then trapped oh the cou- 
rier's {hotifders, and beküg decorated with a num 
ber of Ht! bells at the bottom, they make a loud 
jingling When haken by the motion of the horſe, 
and anndünte the approach ot e poſt. Five light- 


korſemen efcort the courier; 4nd 25 "the flecteſts 


otſes ate feleQed, and changed it every ſtage, the 

mails in China are conveyed with ered 

expedition. ö 
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_ LORD MACARTNEY' 6 
. The junks anchored on the evening of the fol 


| lowing day in the heart of a large city, through 
which the canal paſſes. . A continual ſucceſſion of 
bridges connects the banks. Theſe are guarded _ 


by ſoldiers, who, ſuffer no veſſel ta paſs till a man- 


darin has inſpected it. The fleet here received hh 


| Glute of three guns; and a qumerous, body of ſol- 
diers lined the banks. 


We ſoon arrived at Kord-cheeaung, A city of 
equal magnitude with the laſt; in the center of 
which we ſaw a pagoda of den, Rories,. "Fl! mY 
' rounded dy a gallery. . 

After ig ſeveral s cities 1 10 courſe of 


ated in honour of 


the Ambaſſador. 


again to be more frequent, x. and eee Y 
aid. : 
g Paſſed the city of Taken on er 1 and 
found ſuch an amazing number of junks. lying 
there as impeded our palſage for ſome time. The 
canal winds through this place, and.its banks 11 
down to the water in a very beautiful form. 
Every ſpot.i in. our paſſage gave teſtimony to the 
exiſtence of art, and. the effects of induſtry. On 
the 29th we obſerved the peaſants ploughing. They 
worked with oxen ; and though, their ploughs n 
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Public attentions indeed began 


yy 
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of a very clumſy form, the labour ſeemedto be 
. neatly and properly execute. 3 oft 
A repetition of the meagre incidents that ell in 
our way would be tireſome. Towns, bridges, 
locks, and junks, fields covered with plenty, and 
| people beyond Saale. were - HOW common 
| W e 4 FRO ten 8 
The 5 Ain i more . $: and 
on the 2d of November we reached a city of great 
extent. and trade. Several canals meet here; and 0 
on the ſouth ſide of it is, a bay, communicating 
with the Yellow River, in TO the nobleſt fleets 
of Europe might ride. 57 #22100 
The hills in the vicinity are | beautifully g n: = 
their ſummits. are crowned, with pagodas; whils : 
villas and. gardens adorn the lower ſlopes.  - | 
\; Nen ee en n, aer een er 
polite. currents meet, we ſoon entered a large riyer, 
and found ourſelves n nn in a ien 
delightful country. 7 
Town opened on our 1 ſenſes 4000 
town M and no words can convey. an adequate 1 N 
of the. pitureſque ſcenery that ſurrounded us. 
About the hour of dinner, we arrived at a town 
| by unuſual. magnitude and beauty, through which . 
the river flowed for the ſpace of three miles. The 
houſes were ann nd W varied With a 
n | _ _ - bluith 
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201 eb MNCARPNEY'S , 
bluiſh- coloured e and Feeney ae e e 
ſtories high. | ieee SING HY 
Here we received NE allt honours 0 dhen 
mentioned: and indeed it may in general be ob- 
ſerved; that chere was neither town nor village 
through-which we paſſed; that had not its manda- 
rin, and its proportionate number of guards and 
troops, not only in China, but alſo in the remote 
and leſs populous regions of Tartary. 
The country foon after aſſumed a ſwampy ap- 
pearance; the naturab confeqtierice of ſo many 
tivers, canals, and lakes, Which interſect it, and 
promote its commercial intereourfſe. 
The weather was cold and the Walsh froſty. 
The climate unqueſtionably is affe ted by the large 
do dies of water which every where abound in this 
part of ihe country. We now unde rſtobd that it 
wasithe Yellow River on which we were Falling; 
probably ſo ealled from forme commitcatibns 
with the Yellow Sea. We paſſed ſeveral lakes. 
On the 3d we ſaw a number of fihing- boats em- 
ployed in their vocations, and prochred from them 
a ſmall fiſhy about the ſrze df a fprit/ but in fla- 
vrour and form reſembling the haddeck! On the 
oppoſite ſide of this Jake-we diſcovered the Gty o 
Chun-foong. It is built of à dark. eoloured ſtone, 
roofed with tiles of the ſume hue. This place ap- 
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pears to be about eight miles in. circumference; 
and from the dreſs and manners of its inhabitants, 
we could eaſily determine Was both commercial 
| and polite. . „ 

Next day we paſſed two other 1 lakes; 43 and 
faon after reached the town of Kiangfou, which is 
large and walled. A mandarin and his guards 
appeared, to give the cuſtomary ſalutes; and at 
each end of the line of troops, à temporary arch 
was erected, with a platform reaching down to 
the river, very elegantly adorned, to afford a land- 
ing to the Ambaſſador, ſhould he happen to be 
diſpoſed to ſtop. At a ſmall diſtance, tents were 
pitched, in the centre of which was the mandarin's 
pavilion, where a collation was ready for the en- 
tertainment of his Excellency. and the mandarins 
in our fleet. But the order ef the voyage pre- 
vented them from ens Mig: tribute ba 1 
taliry.and politeneſs. B 

Beyond this, we came to another 6 town f 
888 beauty, where we ſtopped to receive a 
ſupply of proviſions, and to be furniſhed with 
towers for the junks. Here we were gratified 
with the ſight of a number of fine wanker: . 
complexions were uncommonly fair.. 
In the afternoon we paſſed a town which h 
| not be leſs than nine miles in circuit. The walls 
are of immenſe e * ſeem to be ancient. 
3 - Sever! 
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Reveal n of ae were e N * 
wharfs. bi #16 5 

On the 8 alered A; take; orinkled W a 
variety of beautiful iſlands; the moſt conſiderable 
of them contains the palace of a mandarin, with 
moſt beautiful ſummer-houſes, plantations, and 


gardens; a lofty rock roſe amid the Nane and. 


Tupported-on his top a ſtately pagoda. 
We ſoon entered another river, en Kioks 
became highly pictureſque, on which, and the 
adjoining heights, we ſaw a variety of villas, with 


eee n * 9954 > ul | 


— 


purpoſes of navigation; and rural beauty to have 
fixed her reſidence in its vicinity. 

Falling down the river, an unexpected mean- 
der brought us back again upon the city, and 
aſtoniſhed us with its extent and the variety of 
new proſpects that preſented themſelves. The 
mandarin's palace was aiſplendid object. It was 
uniformly built; the 3 were two an Ne 
and the centre inte... 


The country continued to improve in x landſcape 


en The hills were verdant to their tops, and 
covered with cattle and ſheep. In our progreſs 


# 1 
34s 1 d | we 


At the city of Mediated we 5 Sohn ; 
to take in the cuſtomary ſapply of | proviliois; 
Nature ſeems to have formed this place for the 
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| wlbferved @ biick-kile,/ The materials of which: 


theſe.valuable articles in building were compoſed 
ſtemd to be a mixture of ſand and river mud; 
the'kiln was of a pyramid form. In the evening) 


| ſeveral pagbdas, illuminated in honoiu of che Al- 


t 11 | 
haſlador, ſpreada luſtre over the-gloont..' !''f > 
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the Captains of ſeveral Funks for Embezzlement=—, 


Voyage on the Tells Oe: En Na TEGcae | 
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111 1 An Rar | 1150 
f HE Chineſe UT are not 1 2 1 0 in 
their ſtile and decorations, but even the; 


| towns are marked by the colour of the materials of 


which they are built, On the th of November 
we entered a town of à moſt diſmal hue, It was 
wholly erected of black brick; and as the houſes, 
were more lofty than thoſe. generally ſeen. in this, 
country, its peculiar 1 —_ RN 
impreſſion. 
Soon aſter” we. reached the- ada 8 kae; 
1 a ſtone 
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4 debe bubdng e Angwlär hebhieGure:: This 
officer had erected a temporary ſtage to communi- 
cate between his reſidence and the river, the roof. 
of which was covered with {lk of every dye; and 
from it a number of lamps were fancifully luſpend-' 
ed. All this was done for! the accommodation, 
and in honour of the Ambaſſador, if he or the at- 
tendant mandarins ſhould be diſpoſed to land. Of 
his elegant hoſpitality it was not allowed to par- 
take by the. circumſtances of our voyage. 

A ſucceſſion of towns, locks, bridges, and pa- 
godas, diſtract the eye for ſome hours. In the af- 
ternoon, the banks of che river roſe with ſuch a 

bold elevation * to Sele ne view. of the. 

country. CI IBN 2 N. +4 e 

In . of a e ann "IE of 
the captains of the junks, for embezzlement .of 
proviſions, the grand mandarin inſtituted an in- 
quiry after the fleet came to_anchor this evening; 
and being convinced of the truth of the charge, 

ſentenced the culprits to be eue * was 8 

immediately carried into execution. 0 

In che courſe of next day we had 1 n 
view of Chineſe agriculture; and from the auk- 
ward implements employed, our admiration of 

the fertility of che country and the en . 
natives was encreaſed. . 

We TR” another town, the houſes of which 

were 


- 


* 
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wete- covered. with plaiſter, and painted black. 
At the entrance and the extremity of this place, 


which is very large, we ſailed under a noble 


So various were the features of the river, and 
ſo frequent was the interſection of canals, that we 


were often at a doſs to aſcertain whether we were 
failing on the former or the latter. This, how- 


ever, may be of little importance: the general 


outline of the country has been faithfully: deli- 


neated to catch every e would: have been | 


nw 


As it was intended to forward the NIP bag= 15 


gage from Hoang- tchew to Chuſan, in order to 
its being conveyed by ſea to Canton, arrange- 
ments were made for this purpoſe. A party of 
the gentlemen of the embaſſy, and ſervants, were 
to accompany it; the Ambaſſador and the gemaiĩn- 


der were to proceed over land, with only the abſo- 


lute neceſſaries of apparel and travelling. 


On the ꝙth the grand mandarin viſited every 


wack the owners of which he briefly examined; 


and then ordered them to ſuffer the puniſhment of 


the bamboo. Their crime we could never learn. 
+ Paſling ſeveral plantations of tallow trees, we 
arrived at Hoang-tchew, on the afternoon of the 
09 when the Junks were all faſtened together, 
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and every perſon belonging to the ſuite was hows 
| bid to land. Indeed a body of Chineſe ſoldiers 
| pitched. their tents oppoſite to us, as if to awe us 
| into compliance. During the time we lay here, 
no circumſtance happened worthy of being re- 
corded. The mandarin of Hoang-tchew had ac- 
companied us from Pekin, and being ſuperior, to 
Van-Tadge- In, of courſe aſſumed. the ſupreme 
direction during this part of our voyage. Here ; 
he was to remain. 
The heavy baggage, which was to be ſent to 
Chuſan, being ſeparated from the light articles we 
were to carry with us to Canton, Colonel Benſon, 
Captain Mackintoſh, and party, ſet off to join the 
Hindoſtan at.Chuſan, on the fifth day after our 8 
arrival; and ſame day alſo we left Hoang-tchew. 
1 The Ambaſſador, accompanied by his retinue, 
4 proceeded, on . the 14th of November, for the 
1 Green Rives, where we were again to embark in 
ſmaller junks. On paſſing the city gates, the 
embaſſy received the cuſtomary ſalute. Between 
the two rivers the diſtance could not be leſs than 
ſeven miles; and the whole {pace was covered by 
the city and. ſuburbs, and lined with ſoldiers, who 
ſecured us, from the preſſure of an innumerable 
multitude-of people. The ſtreets are narrow, but 
well-paved; the . two and three ſtories high; 
and 


) 
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150 the maghificence of the ſhops was JOUR any 
; thing we had hitherto ſeen. In commerce and 
population, mn is a . 8 the firſt 
magnitude. . 
At noon we reached the Green River, Hers 
the Ambaſſador was received with military ho- 
nours. The troops were armed wich helmets, and 
made with their N e a ſplendid wy 
pearance. 
A triumphal arch, with a platform deſcending 
5 to the Ambaſſador's junk, had been- erec̃ted for 
the occaſion. Our embarkation was attended 
by myriads of people. Some were mounted on 
buffaloes, which animal carried ſeveral at a time 
on its back, and appeared very docile. 97 bo 
Our. voyage was continued between ranges of 
mountains, preſenting the moſt romantic ſcenery. 
The vallies were covered with tallow and mul- 
berry-trees. The former is called the latchoo, 
and is remarkably beautiful, having ſearlet leaves 
edged with yellow, and purpliſh bloſſoms. 
Ihe river on which we now failed, was, at a 
medium, about three. feet deep. The water has a 
green caſt, and the bottom is gravelly. . 
In the evening of the 15th, the city of Zan- 
guoa made a moſt brilliant appearance with its 
Hluminations, The effect was encreaſed by nu- 
Rip L2 - oth merous 


=, 
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merous bodies of ſoldiers ranged along the banks - = 


of the river, w.th paper lanterns. 
Next day the features of the country 8 


which we failed, were ſtill mountainous and pic- 


tureſque; and the forts and ſalutes became ſo fre- 
quent that they grew abſolutely tireſome. In- 


deed, ſo much military honour was paid to the 


embaſly, that. the ſalutes could only be compared 


to a train of wild-fire laid from Pekin to Canton, 
and continually exploding as we proceeded. 


On the 18th the country changed to a fine 
champaign, in which numerous villages - roſe, 


amid plantations. of tallow and mulberry- trees. 


This day we paſſed a group of water-mills, all 


. turned by a ſmall cut from the river, flowing in a 


eircular direction. Theſe appeared to be on the 
European conſtruction; and as we e | 
were employed in threſhing rice. | 

The following day the banks of the 1 river” re- 
ſumed the uſual appearance; and long ranges of © 
mountains roſe into the horizon. | 

The 20th brought us to a large and beautiful ; 
town, where we were again to diſembark. The 
ſcenery here might have advantageouſly employed 


the warmeſt pencil. The river formed a central 
object, on one ſide was the town, with its appro- 


priate circumſtances, and a military encampment 
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in x front, with all its candy 8 ; on the athes 
ſide lofty perpendicular hills bounded the v view in 
the moſt ſublime ſtile. 

45 Having diſembarked, we ppb next 3 
by land, and ſoon reached the city of Chanſoiyeng, 
where the Ambaſſador was received with due diſ- 
tinction. Leaving this, we paſſed another walled 

city and ſeveral villages; and arrived at the city of 
- Yooſaun, early in the afternoon, where we drank 
refreſhments of tea at the palace of the mandarin; 
and having ſtowed the baggage on board another 
" fleet of junks provided for our accommodation, _ 
We all embarked, and were anxious to proceed on 
our voyage. e 
On the morning of ts 24k of Shad we 
Gd ourſelves before the city of Mammenoa. . ' 
The river. now winded. away between enormous 
maſſes of ſtone, without any continuity or con- 
nection; exhibiting the appearance of ſome vol- 
cCanic eruption. Some of theſe huge ſtones had 
been excavated into dwellings; and every in- 
terſtice between them was occupied by hortulane 
productions. - This ſtupendous ſcenery continued 
> for ſeveral miles; it was grand, perhaps unique, 
in itſelf; and where it admitted of views into the 
more diſtant country, | rt produced a moſt delight. 
Hl picture. 
1 reached the eity of Hoa-quoo i in the after- 
a2. | noon, 


1 


\ 
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F 


noon, where, much to our ſatisfaction, we found 


larger junks ready to receive us. The mandarin 
of the place politely ſent a variety of fruits and 
confectionary for the uſe of every junk. For two 


days the weather had been very rainy; it now be- 
came more moderate. The country through 
which we paſſed was rich and fertile; a few red 


| rocks occaſionally broke the level of the ſcene, 


The fog was ſo thick on the morning of the 


- 26th as to obſcure the country. About noon it 
diſperſed; and the eye ranged over a level extent 


of rice fields, interſected with villas and gardens. 
Our proviſions had for ſome time been very in- 


different; not from negleR, but the nature of the 


country. In proportjon as we fared worſe our 
Chineſe junk-men fared better; they received not 


only our ſuperfluity, but ſometimes. moſt the ; 


whole. 
The 27th preſented a novel ſcene—a village 


entirely built of mud, with inhabitants as wretch- 
ed in appearance as their habitations were mean. 
For this fight we were unable to account. 


The river had now aſſumed a formidable 
breadth; and as the wind was high, the waves and 


| ſurf reſembled thoſe of the fea. We paſſed 1 num- 


bers of fiſhing-boats, which ſerved to vary ho 
navigation of the ſtream. 


The city of Trans hirn nk in 
g view | 
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view on the 28th. | We paſſed it in the afternoon; 
and for extent and the advantages of ſituation, it 
- unqueſtionably deſerves to be reckoned one of the 
firſt in China, Not leſs than a thouſand junks 
lay at anchor before it. It is daß near the con- 
flux of ſeveral rivers, and enjoys a moſt extenſive 
commerce. The grand mandarin paid a viſit on 
board his Excellency' s junk, and made a r of 
preſents, in ſilk, porcelain and tea. f 
The only novelty that preſented itſelf, in the 
courſe of our voyage on the 29th, was a village 
built with blue bricks, and covered with tiles of 
the ſame colour. Pagodas and the palaces of 
mandarins were now become familiar objects. 
The following day we paſſed a city lying amid 
beautiful meadows and orchards, about two miles 
diſtance from the river. Beyond this the proſpect 
became as delightful as fancy can conceive. 
Mountains roſe into the horizon, foreſts waved on 
the ſlopes, and flocks and herds covered the vales. 
The river was now expanded to a great breadth; 
and as the wind blew freſh, the junks ſometimes 
appeared in danger of being overfet. At this time 
the thermometer had ſunk to 40; and the fields 
were davered with froſt. EET LY 
It has been previouſſy remarked, that there are 
no public cemeteries, except in the vicinity of po- 
mo places. Hence the country becomes X 
continued 
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continued burial- ground. Which ever way. we 
turned our eyes, ſome trophy of death appeared; 3 
and the degree of embelliſhment it had received 
marked the rank of the deceaſed. Indeed it is 
not unuſual for the Chineſe to erect their funeral 
monuments in their lifetime; and as the choice 
of ſituation is free, many of them become pic- 
tureſque objects. 

bn the 1ſt of: December we failed by the wn : 


| + of Saunt-yo-tawn, vhere ſeveral ſuperb pagodas 


roſe above the ſurrounding groves. Numerous 
timber-yards occupied the banks of the river ; and 
a large quantity of timber was immerſed in ths 
ſtream, which, as we were told, was in a ſtate of 

preparation for the building of junks, the reibe 
47 pal buſineſs of the place. 

The cities of Loo Dichean, 1 1 840 Dew, and 
Chic-a-foo, which we now approached, - al lie 
contiguous to each other. Art and. Nature. have 
united. their efforts to encreaſe. the beauty of this 
charming vicinity. At a diſtance we. obſerved 
vaſt columns of ſmoke, which roſe, as we were 
informed, from a porcelain manufactory. 

In the evening we. reached the city of. Chinga- 
100. Here illuminations. the firing of. rockets 
and of artillery, took. place in honour of the Am- 
baſſador. We received alſo a preſent of fruit and 
9 ConfeRionary from the mandarin of the Ae 
7 | To 


* 


4 5 
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'To note every obje& which tid wat pleaſed 


the eye of the traveller, would fatigue the reader 
without informing him. Every bend of the river 


opened a new proſpect that gratified the ſight, to 
which no deſcription, however vivid, could do 
Juſtice. The ſeaſon of the year was now the moſt 
unpropitious for landſcape beauty; yet the charms 
of nature, intermixed with the veſtiges of Manor ot 
| parted ſucceſſive impulſes of delight, | 

On the 2d of December we palled the city of 
Fie-cho-jeunau, emboſomed in plantations, From 
its apparent population, and the number of junks 
employed in its commerce, it was evidently to be 
ranked in the firſt claſs of Chineſe towns. 

Next day we were gratified with the view of 
ſome beautiful ruins. The original deſtination of 
the edifice we could not certainly diſcover; but 


from the remains ſtill viſible, we concluded it 


muſt have once been 8 ork of no common —_ 
nificence. Ta 2 


In this part of the empire, fitaatios ſeems to be 


| duly appreciated.” The villas of the mandarins, 


the pagodas, and even ſome, of the private dwel- 
lings, are ereQed with à palpable regard to the 
circumſtances of the _ and — beauty of the 
ſeenery. 

We obſerved . of fiſhermen PER 
in their vocation with. rods and lines. In lakes 
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and large rivers, the ſame kind of bait is fre- 
quently. uſed as at ſea. Nets too are in very 


common uſe.” In ſome. places bamboo canes, 


Tupporting a curtain of ſtrong gauze, are placed 
_ acrols the ſtreams; and then the fiſh being allured 


to the ſpot by baits, are __ in nets wich _ 
A . 
On enquiry, we found that the rights of 8 


as in Europe, are private property. In thoſe ri- 


vers we navigated, a kind of Whiting and trout 
were the moſt: plentiful. Theſe are ſold to the 
erews of the junks, and the demand for. them. is 


very great. 


While on the ſubject of fiſhing, a mode pecu- 
Bar tothe Chineſe, of catching them by a ſpecies of 
birds, trained up for that purpoſe, ſhould-not paſs 
without notice. The fowls are called looau, and 


are ſaid to be indigenous here. They are about 


the ſize of a gooſe; of a grey colour ; web-footed ; 


 cand-furnithed with 2 long ſlender bill, incurvated 


at the extremity. This bird builds among the 


reeds, or in the hollows of cliffs, adjoining the 


ſhores. When trained for fiſhing, to which na- 


_ . "ture gives them an extraordinary degree of apti- 
' tude and docility, a certain. number of; them are 
taken out in each boat, and at a given ſignal they 
+ dive, and bring up their prey with unerring cer- 


rainty, and with equal certainty depoſit it in the 
; e 


+ 
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boat to which they reſpectively belong, though 
hundreds may be mixed. Theſe aſtoniſhing - 
aquatic' birds will Toon fill a boat, where -fiſh is 


plentiful; and it is poſitively. affirmed, that when 


one of them ſeizes a fiſh too large to manage 


ſingly, its companions: join in affording aſſiſtance. 
A ring paſſed round the neck, ene them from 
Twallowing what they catch. 


Early in the afternoon we anchored before BY 


city of Vang-on-chean ; where the Ambaſſador 
received a viſit from the mandarin. This Place 
eccupies a conſiderable ſpace; on one, ſide it is 


bounded by the river, on the ocber by a range of 


high mountains. 


- A ſucceſſion of towns and villages e oy 
voyage during the ſucceeding day. The features 
of the country became craggy and elevated into 
hills; but fertility, in every poſſible ſituation; ' 


ſhewed the labour of diligent cultivation. 
'The appearance of indigence-is by no means 


common in China; but this day we obſerved a 


.cluſter of cottages meanly conſtructed of logs of 
wood, and indicating internal wretchedneſs. 
We have ſo frequently repeated the charms of 
the country through which we paſſed, that it is 
feared a continual enumeration of ſimilar objects 


IO of affording entertainment. On the 5th 


the 
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| the. river became very ſhoally, and we 8 . 


before dark to avoid the dangers of ſuch a navi- 
gation. This day we paſſed the city of Joo-jen- 


nau, ſituated at the bottom of a lofty. mountain. 


Here we. found that the river on which we had 
ſailed communicated with another of equal mag- 
nitude. The poſition of à city, at the conflux- of 


two large rivers, readily points out its convenience 


for trale. | 

Leaving this place, the eam was divided info | 
two ſtreams by a beautiful iflet, in which the man- 
darin had an elegant ſeat, probably for his occa- 
ſional retirement. 

In the evening, the city of Kang 650 be- | 
ſented the moſt brilliant nocturnal illumination 
we had hitherto ſeen; and this complimentary 


attention was heightened by a preſent of fruits 


* from due mandarin. 


£ L 
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W. have frequently had . to remark 
the improved ſtate of agriculture in this 
country. In our paſſage down the river on the 
6th of December, we obſerved a number of ma- 
chines, with which the Chineſe water their 
grounds. They conſiſt of a wheel of bamboo, 
turned by a ſtream, which throwing the- water 
into large reſervoirs, it is from thence diſtributed 
by ſluices into a thouſand channels.  . ; 
Ihe beautiful village of Shai-boo, ſituated on a 
bold elevation, above the river, was the principal 
object in the landſcape, till the attention wWas 
called away by the pagoda of Tau-ay; the upper 
part of which being in ruins, gave it a more pic- 
tureſque and impreſſive appearance, and well ac- 
corded WA me character of the little e burial-place 
at its foot. | 
The town of Wha dg 88 Was the only : 
place of any importance we yore in this day 8 . 
8 115 : voyage. 
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voyage. Villages were numerous; and ſome 
huts again made their appearance, of the hum- 


bleſt conſtruction. 
Next day was the moſt remarkable we had yet 


experienced. During our whole progreſs we ſaw 


neither city, town, nor village. A few. farm- 
houſes were, however, diſperſed over the face of 


. the country. The banks of the river were lofty, 


and formed of a perpendicular barrier of red earth, 


ſtreaked with horizontal veins of ſtone, in a, direc- 


tion perfectly rectilinear. This natural r 
continued for ſeveral miles. 

The ſhallowneſs of the rivet obliged us again 
to ſhift the baggage into junks of- leſſer burden 


and in the courſe of the evening we found our- 


felves in the vicinity of ſome town or village, from 
the number of paper lanterns we ſaw exhibited by 
the ſoldiers, and Ss Rte ſalute they 


paid us. 


The weather had for 6 dies been 8 


rate; but the face of the country was no longer 
the ſame. Barren mountains, ſeparated by plains 
that ſeemed to defy the labour of man to produce 
Fertility, now preſented themſelves on all hands. 
Some dwarf-trees, however, among which the 


camphire is ſaid to predominate, broke the ab- 
ruptneſs of the ſlopes; and here and there a village 


or a pagoda animated the ſcene. 


— 
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1 this place we obſerved ſeveral fepulchiral 
monuments, with excavations in the rocks be- 
neath, as receptacles for the dead. The moſt 
elevated fpots, the moſt abrupt precipices, we ge- 
nerally obſerved, were appropriated for the repoſe 

of the dead. Whether this choice was determined 
with a regard to notoriety, or from any ſuperſti- 

tious opinion that the body might be placed as 
near as poſlible to that heaven where ſpirits wing 
their flight, we could obtain no ſatisfactory infor- 

mation. The amiable virtues, however, of the 

Chineſe,- were rendered more conſpicuous by the 
feeling regard they uniformly appear to ſhew to | 
the remains of thoſe =_y have once loved or re- 
F 

On the 9th we arrived at the city of Naung- 
aum-foq. - Here the embaſſy was to make a day's 
march over land; and accordingly we diſembark- 
ed. The landing-place was adorned with a tri- 
umphal arch, highly decorated with ſilken ſtream- 
ers, and connected, by a platform, with a circular 
eourt, ſurrounded by a ſkreen of filk. In this 
place a number of horſes were colleQed, with the 

choice of one of which every perſon in the ſuite 
was indulged, for the journey of the day. The 
Ambaſſador, with two or three gentlemen of his 
faite, were to proceed as uſual in palanquins. 
* hor ſes being ſelected, the cavalcade com- 
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menced their progreſs ; and perhaps-ſuch an ex- 
hibition of equeſtrian exerciſe and groteſque dreſs, 
never before amuſed a Chineſe populace. . The 
horſes were ſpirited, many of the riders were new 
- to this mode of travelling. The cries of fear, and 
the ſhouts of ridicule, were every where heard; 
and ſcarcely could we attend to the paſſing ſcene; _ 
ſo much were We engaged by the ene of 
our own ſituation. 4 | 
Naung- aum foo, through which ws paſſed, is a 
en walled city; and though the river here does 
not admit large junks, from the very great num- 
ber of ſmaller ones which lined its ſhores, we con- 
cluded it had no inconſiderable pretenſions to a 
commercial character. | * 
At noon we arrived at the foot of a lofty m moun- 
tain, where we were obliged to diſmount. Hav- 
ing gained the aſcent, we palled ſeveral villages; 
and dined at the town of Lee-cou-au, where the 
road was lined with ſoldiers in armour, to ſalute , 
the Ambaſſador as he paſſed. % 
The ſplendor of ft TER was bind for 
the landſcape of the barren mountain. However, 
large patches of camphire and other trees ſome- | 
times relieved the eye. f 85 
We arrived at the gates of Naung-chin-oa, juſt 
as the ſun had ſunk beneath the horizon. This 
. ſtands 1 in a pn. men on three ſides 1 
| hills, | 


2 


— 
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hills, * on the fourth by the river, on which we 


were to continue our voyage. The houſes are 
. chiefly built of wood, in general two ſtories high 3 

and the ſtreets are narrow, but well-paved, In 
exterior appearance and decoration; it preſerves 
me general character of Chineſe towns. 
Soldiers lined the ſtreets, to facilitate our paſ- 
age to the mandarin's palace, a very noble build- 
ing, conſiſting of ſeveral courts. A ſplendid en- 
tertainment was provided for the whole ſuite; and 
| fach a profuſion of lights decorated the principal 
apartments as are never diſplayed in Europe on 
any occaſion. Indeed, illumination, we may 
fafely affirm, conſtitutes the grand W 
feature of Chineſe magnificence. 

We began embarking in the morning of the 
1 ith of December, on board ſmall junks, corre- 
fponding with the depth of the river; and before 
noon we reſumed our. voyage; failing under a 
wooden bridge of-ſeven arches, with ſtone pillars, 
' ſtrongly guarded by ſoldiers at each end. From 
| this point, the city appears in a very advantageous _ 
view. Beyond the bridge the river divided into 
two branches, taking almoſt oppoſite directions. 
The town of Chang-fang was the only. =—_ of | 
note we paſſed in this day's voyage, 

The fade of the country had few lively features; 
a its artificial circumſtances encreaſed the gloom. 

| M 3 * 


my 
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Sepulchral monuments were the chief objefts | 


which-we ſaw in the courſe of next day. The 
only novelty was floating rafts, with ſeveral bam- _ 


doo huts, well tenanted, which we paſſed near r the , 


village of Ty koa. 05 

On the 13th we came to the city of Shaw-choo, 
where the houſes, adjoining the river, appear to 
be ſo ſlenderly ſupported, as to threaten conſtant 


Tuin to their inhabitants and the paſſengers. At 


the extremity of this city the fleet anchored; and 
here the Ambaſſador experienced the elegant at- 


tention of the mandarin in a very ſuperior ge degree. 


Junks of larger dimenſions were again prepared 
to receive the embaſly-; and next day we paſſed 


through a country ſometimes varied with patches 


of cultivated ground, though mountainous _—_y 
was ſtill the predominant feature. 

Towards evening we found the bills gradually 
approaching the river, till at laſt they ſeemed to 
cloſe, and admit only its courſe. This gloomy 
ſcene continued for ſome time, as if to heighten _ 
the contraſt that was to open. We now reached 


a a mountain of immenſe perpendicular height, the 


upper part of which appears to project over the 
ſtream. Its contour is bare rock and ſhaggy -fo- 


| Hage; and this extends for nearly two miles. Its 
termination, like its commencement, is abrupt. , 


At the extreme point, a Pyramidial rock en 
| "to 


Of. 
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7 


to 1 8 the edge of the precipice; and this 


is ſepatated by an interjacent plain from another 
enormous rock, of the ſame chan though of 
a different oem. 

Another range of hills commenced after we e had 


left theſe ſtupendous objects, and continued to ex- 


clude our view of the country; but. no ſooner 


were we come to the end of this chain, than a 


burſt of illumination, carried over mountains and 
vallies for ſeveral miles, wrapt the ſenſes in ec- 


ſtacy and aſtoniſhment; this line of undulating | 
light was ſo various and ſo brilliant, that no 
words can do juſtice to its ſublime effects. Im- 5 


menſe bonfires on the ſummits reddened the 
clouds'; while ſpiral ſtreams of fire ſerpentiſed up 

the aſcents, or ſunk into the declivities below. 
The number of lanterns or torches employed on 
| this occaſion muſt have aſtoniſhed by their im- 
menſity, as well as by their effects; and we can 
only ſay, that ſuch a magnificent ſpectacle was 


never before diſplayed- to European eyes. Diſ- 
charges of artillery were repeated at intervals; 


and e was loſt i in the artificial blaze. | 
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CHAP. xv. 


Mountain f 1 de fo i rs at 
Canton. Temporury R efi dence provided for the 
Ambaſſador and his Suite—Canton deſcribed— 

- Whampoa deſcribed—Eulogium on Van-Tadge-In 
Macon deſeribed—Embark for Eure Ar 

nive at Spithead. 


S* grand mandarin e the fleet to flop - 
on the 15th of December, to indulge the em- 
baſly with a leiſure view of the Mountain of 
Koan-yeng-naum, one of the naturat curioſities of 
China. It has a perpendicular afcent from the 
water, terminating in a peak; and from the face 
towards the river, ſuch enormous maſſes project, 
as menace every moment to fill op the channel of 
the ſtream. 5 
But art, has heightened the curious circum- 
ſtances of this extraordinary mountain. It con- 
tains ſeveral caverns. One of them is about forty . 
feet above the level of the water. To this there 
is acceſs by a flight of ſteps, guarded by a rail. 
On reaching the top of the flight, we enter a room 
of good dimenſions, excavated from the rock; in 
which ſtands an image ſacred to Chineſe devotions. 
An artificial ſtaircafe conduQs to two other ſupe- 
rior apartments; and the whole is fitted up by the 
mandarin to whom the mountain belongs, in a 


- 
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tile of rude magnificence, cotfeſponding to the 

character of the place. 5 | 
Proceeding through a country bee many 
| ſublime features; we reached the city of Shizing- 
ta-heng about noon. This place enjoys every 
local advantage that can contribute to render it 

piQureſque in a high degree. 3b, 64 
| Lofty banks for a conſiderable Loh! fan out 
our view of the land; and where a caſual opening 
gave a wider proſpect, it was not marked -with 
any new features. Similar objects occurred va. 
ried only by ſhape, or aN 7 ne and | 
ſhadow. 10 
Tbe evening was thetes with an Motntnation 
| of the diſtant hills. The coup d'ceil was ex- 
tremely grand, but inferior to what we had v wit. 
neſſed before. 

Next day ſteep rocks, in various Eee 
forms, ſometimes tinted with foliage, ſometimes 
the traces of laborious taſte, were che Ping 
character of the landſcape. . 1 

We reached the city of Ting-yan-yeun. { - FOG 
is well fortified, of great extent and population. 
The number of junks which lay before it, indi- 


cated an enlarged commerce. Triumphal arches 


decorated the beach; and ſeveral regiments of 
ſoldiers paid the military honours as we paſſed. _ 

From this city the river takes a direct courſe 15 
N . AE — for 


— 
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for ſome miles, amid fertile and highly ada 
meadows." The mountains fall into the back 
ground. 


One of the FR was in imminent danger of 


| being conſumed by a ſpark falling unobſerved' 
from a tobacco- pipe. Indeed, where ſmoaking is 


ſo generally uſed, it is a matter of aſtoniſhment. 
that accidents are not more frequent and fatal. 
On the 17th we paſſed the extenſive village af 


Ouz-chouaa, where a number of manufactories 


appear to be eſtabliſhed. The country now re- 
ſumed its fertility and beauty; and proriſons ber 
came both plentiful and excellent. | 
In the, evening: we reached Sangs-we-yentio, . 
aw tho Ambaſſador received every honour that 
the moſt elegant attention on the part of the man- 


[7 darin could pay, or his Excellency expect. This 


is a large and commercial city. Phe illumina- 


tions diſplayed here were peculiarly grand. 


On the following morning we paſſed a ſeries of 
very large and: populous towns, ſo cloſely con- 
netted, that we ſeemed for ſome hours to be ſail- 
ing through one city of immenſe extent, The 
falutes were almoſt inceſſant as we proceeded;. - 


and every place poured thouſands of its inhabi- 


tants, though at a very early hour, to obtain a 
tranfient view of an European embaſly. ED 
We now approached the city of Tayn-tſyn-tau, 

1 a place 
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a place of: the firſt importance and the 0 en- 


tenſive trade. The ſuburbs lie on both ſides the 
river for ſeveral miles; and if we may judge from 


thoſe circumſtances that fell under our inſpection, 
in extent population, and commerce, this city is 


only inferior to Pekin or to Canton. Thouſands 


of junks covered the river for a vaſt ſpace; and 
| ſcarcely had we overcome the difficulties and im- 


pediments of this cronded navigation, before we 
found ourſelves approaching to Canton, the ter- 
mination of our voyage. | 

Our arrival being notified at Canton, ſeveral 
mandarins waited on his Excellency; and thefe 
were ſoon followed by the gentlemen of the Eng-- 


liſh factory and Colonel Benſon.” This officer 


brought with him the public dipatches for the 


Ambaſſador, and a packet of private letters from 


our friends in England. Thoſe only. who have 


deen ſo long cut off from any communication 


with the land which contained all that was dear _ 
to them, can form an adequate idea of the 


anxious joy we felt at opening a letter from the 


relative or friend we loved. 

Next day we were moved into larger junks. 
The magnificence of the river at this place baffles 
deſcription, Its ſurface was almoſt covered with 
veſſels, engaged in trade, or attracted by curioſity. I 


The banks were lined with ſoldiers, and covered 


with 


— 
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* 


with elegant houſes; and a ſucceſſi on of forts | 


thundered out ſalutes wath den inceſſant ra- 
pidity. 


We reached che Engliſh addon 8 one in 


the afternoon; and both it and the Dutch factory 
paid his Excellency the uſual ſalute, hoiſting at 


the, ſame time the ſtandard of their acts 


countries. 


For ſome days it had 3 a common, though | 


afofting ſight, to ſee the boats generally rowed 


by women. We ſometimes obſerved a child tied _ 


to its mother's back, and another at her. breaſt, 
while ſhe was plying the oar. To a feeling mind- 
this ſpectacle could not fail to give pain; and it 
may be remarked, that in Tartary, and the 
northern provinces of China, where the women 
are lamed, either by faſhion or policy, from the is 
infant years, ſuch laborious occupations can never 
fall to their lot. Five inches and an half was 
found to be the length of a full grown woman's 
foot, where the practice of compreſſion was in 
uſe: it is, however, by no means univerſal. 

A temporary reſidence for the Ambaſſador and 
ſuite had been provided by the Eaſt India Com- 
pany;s ſupercargoes; and in point of accommoda- 
tion and domeſtic arrangement, we found it ſupe- 
rior to the firſt palaces in which we had lodged, 
during our long peregrination in China, 

. | Canton 


— 


\ 


_ 
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Canton being the only city in China where | 

Europeans are ſuffered to trade, it is comparatively 
well known. A brief een aan will therefore 
ſuffce. 

This city is walled, Keogh) foolifiels: and gar- 

riſoned with numerous troops. The ſtreets are 
generally narrow, but well-paved; and the houſes, 
which are conſtructed of wood and 2327 RIOT 

- riſe above one ſtory high. 
| The Viceroy's palace is exactly on the inodet' 
of that in which we reſided at Pekin. Triumphal | 
arches are numerous and ſplendid; 'and theſe are. 

the only public buildings in the place. 

be population has heen eſtimated at a million 
of fouls: the ſuburbs cannot contain 1 than „„ 


that. number. 7 1 | 

Fe. * The river at Canton is noble and deep; ; the 1 9 

; water, however, is not wholeſome for ſtrangers, - 

| till its ſediment has been allowed to ſubſide. In 

ö this reſpect the natives give themſelves no con- 

5 cern. The river that flows by Tong-tchew was i 

4 a to contain half a pint of yellow ſand in We 

4 every gallon of its water; and yet no one ever ; 

ji | thought 1 it neceſſary to purify it by filtration. 

53 The ſuburbs of Canton, in which indeed, pro- 

2 | + 

EY perly ſpeaking, all the European commerce is car- 

* 8 [8 F 

ried on, are very extenſive, and every where exhi- |; 

14 bit commercial opulence ; but they have no pre- | | 

1 2 | oF N- | tenſions 3 j 
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tenſions to grandeur or elegance. The warchouſes 18 


are noble repoſitories of the manufactures of the 


country: they are, however, rather great than 


grand. England, Holland, France, Sweden, Den- 
mark, Portugal, Spain, and America, have their 
reſpective factories here, which are fitted up on 
the banks of the river, in the European ſtile of 
architecture; and their general diſtinction, is the 
flag of their different nations diſplayed on. ſome 
conſpicuous part of the building. The Engliſh 
appear to engroſs by far the Ow ſhare of the 
Chineſe trade. i 
The Viceroy of CG only once viſited the 
Ambaſſador during his ſtay. Large preſents of 
ſugar- candy, porcelain, and nankeen, were diſtri- 
buted to the whole embaſly. 
For ſeveral days, during the time of 1 the 
Ambaſſador was entertained with Chineſe plays, 
performed on a ſtage erected before the windows 
of his apartments. 
On the firſt day of the new year, 1794, his Ex- YE 
cellency and ſuite were ſplendidly entertained by 
the gentlemen of the Britiſh factory. The band 
of muſic which had accompanied the embaſly, on 
the requeſt of the factory, were permitted to enter 


into its ſervice; and in a country where amuſe- 


ments are ſo few and confined, it could not fail to 
be a valuable acquilition. | | 
Degeneracy 


A 


3% 
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Degeneracy of manners evidently marks the 


characters of the inhabitants of Canton, and this 
reflection is the more melancholy, as there is too 


much reaſon to ſuppoſe the contagion of European 
example has infected the ſimplicity and honeſty of 


_ the Chineſe general character. 


On the 8th of January the Ambaſſador pro- 


ceeded to Whampoa to join the ſhips. At. the 


ſame time a deputation of the retinue was diſ- 

patched to Macao, to make preparations for his 

Excellency's reception at that place. * | | 
Whampoa, beyond which European ſhips are 


"wo permitted to paſs, is an elegant and popu- 


lous village, about 18 miles below Canton. The 


river, near this place, is defended by a ſand bank, 


which prevents the paſſage of large ſhips, except 


at high water; and two necks of land, projecting 
on either ſide of it, form the celebrated ſtrait of 
Bocca Tigris. 


At this place Van-Tadge-In took his Se 


leave of the Ambaſſador. It is impoſſible for the 
praiſe or cenſure of the writer of this to reach a 


perſon of his diſtinguiſhed rank; but in beſtow- 
ing praiſe on the deſerving, we gratify the beſt 


feeling of the human heart, and at the ſame time 


do honour to ourſelves. This amiable man can 


never be forgotten by thoſe who experienced his 
NO care, his mild condeſcenſion, and his en- 
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European taſte. It may be ſaid to belong to the 


136 © LORD MACARTNEY'S 


lightened conduct, during a long and troubleſome 
attendance on the embaily. He held an exalted 
rank in the Chineſe army—perhaps the higheſt; 
but no dignity of ſituation had rendered him inat- 


tentive to the minuteſt offices of duty: His mind 


| ſeemed capable of refleting honour on any rank: 
with the moſt benevolent heart, he attached him- 
ſelf to the intereſts of thoſe in whoſe ſervice he 
was employed; he had even contracted a friend- 
' thip for ſome; and the tear of affeQion accom- 
panied the laſt adieu. | 

On the 14th Lord Macartney landed, at Macao; 
and took up his reſidence with Mr. Drummond, 
one of the ſupercargoes of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany. Here the gentlemen of the ſeveral Euro- 
pean factories have their houſes; as they are not 
permitted to remain at Canton longer than is ab- 
| Jolutely neceſſary for the purpoſe of trade. ** 
Mlacao ĩs a place of ſome magnitude, built in the 


Portugueſe, but the Chineſe exerciſe a , paramount 
zuriſdiction. Indeed the Portugueſe territory 
does not exceed four miles in length, and one and 
an half in breadth; nor can the barrier be paſſed, 
without the utmoſt riſk. A-governor and judge, 
appointed by the court of Liſbon, reſide here; and 
about two hundred and fifty European AP 
eee A 1 
he 
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The lon g intercourſe which has /ſubſiſted be- 


tween Europeans and the Chineſe in this place, 
has not altered the eſtabliſhed cuſtoms and habits . 
of the latter.. The Chineſe never deviate from 


the uſages of their country, which = be conſi- 
dered as invariable. 


Without the wall is the common 1 


b ground of the Chineſe; and in it we ſaw ſeveral 


memorials of our countrymen; whoſe aſhes repoſe _ 


here. Thoſe who die in the Roman Catholic 


faith have ſeparate cemeteries: the Chineſe, more 
liberal, we will add more chriſtian, than the Ca- 


tholics, ſuffer their duſt to mingle with ours. 
Here Mr. Plumb, the interpreter, though of- 


fered an handſome eſtabliſhment if he choſe to re- 
turn to Europe, quitted the ſervice of the embaſly. 
He left his Engliſh friends with ſenſible regret; 
but naturally preferred paſſing the remainder of 


his days in the boſom. of his fuſs: and at 
country. 


On the 8th of March, Lord 1 aol re- 


nue embarked: for Europe, amid the ſalutes of 


forts and ſhips; and being joined by a large home- 


- ward-bound fleet of Indiamen, on the Ka pro- 
eteded to E. 


Nothing of any particular nn hap- 


an during our voyage- We: arrived- at St. 
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| Helena on the 19th of June, and remained m_ . 

till the uſt of July. 

Y On the 3d of September > 
alarmed by running foul of a large fleet off Port- 
land Roads, which proved to be the Grand Fleet, 
commanded by Earl Howe. Two or three of the 
_ Indiamen received ſome damage; but except in 

this inſtance, our voyage was free from accident, 
and barren of intereſting occurrence. 

In the afternoon of this day we anchored ſafe 
at Spithead, after an ahfmoe of little lels than two 
due ag | 


CHAP. XVI. © 


| Captain Mackintoſs's Fourney from Hoang-tchew re 
Fl  Chuſan—Curious Method of lifting the Funks— 
Chineſe Marriage Ceremony—Their Tdeas of 
a ATI SPAN of the wwe Emperor. | 


IN the courſe of the preceding merkel ie mas 
mentioned that Captain Mackintoſh, and a part 

of the embaſly, proceeded from Hoang-tchew to 
Chuſan; on the authority of others, we preſent 
our readers with a ſhort account of this paſſage; 


33 ; 
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and ſhall ſubjoin ſome miſcellanegus remarks, 
- which would nan Ogle of bega 
lar narration. 
The ſame kind of 8 we are W 
preſented itſelf in the paſſage to Chuſan as has 
doen deſcribed in the route We made; but the 
river itſelf was of a different nature from chat on 
which we ſailed; its courſe Was occaſionally - 
broken by cataracts of a formidable aſpect; and 
It required all the ingenuity of the Chineſe, to con- 
trive means to obviate the difficulties: of ſuch a 
navigation. Yet,'ftrange as it may appear, they 
apply the mechanical powers to raiſe: veſſels into a 
higher level of the river, or fink them te a lower. 
_ To effe& which, two ſtrong ſtentions are fixed in 
| "he of the river, from -which two large 
beams project over the water; to theſe blocks 
ſtrong ropes are attached, and the junk being 
well ſecured fore and aft, is in a few moments 
- hoiſted, with all its contents, from one level $0 
another. Perſons accuſtomed to the buſineſe are 
ſtationed at theſe places; and ſo certain and ſecure 
zs their operation, that it is ſcarcely regarded as an 
-  _ -impediment-or hazard. The ſame attention, we 
_ underſtand, was paid to Captain Mackintoſh and 
is party, co their paſſage to Chuſan, as to he | 
haft itlelf. | 
| Witou adrcing to numerous 


counts 
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counts of Chineſe manners and cuſtoms, with - 
which every European deſcription is replete, we 
ſhall briefly ſtate what can be aſſerted with truth. 
A marriage ceremony, during our ſtay at Ma- 
cao, attrated our attention: as it may poſlibly 
appear a matter of curioſity to many perſons in 
this country, a a ſhort deſcription of it is here 
given. The bride was carried in a palanquin, 
preceded by muſic; various enſigns, borne by the 
male relatives of the bridegroom and bride, were 
diſplayed both in the front and rear of the procef- 
ſion. The lady being eſcorted. to the houſe of her 
huſband, mirth and feſtivity concluded the day. 
It has been an opinion univerſally propagated 
and received, that the women are rigidly confined. 
in this country. Enough has been ſaid in the 
eourſe of this work to prove how gourd 
ſuch an affertion is. a 8 
Nor is the idea of ſlavery being e 
or even tolerated” here, leſs repugnant to truth. 
Certain claſſes of criminals are indeed puniſhed. 
with a ſervitude of longer or ſhorter duration, in 
proportien to their offence: and ſuch perſons are 
frequently hired out to maſters, who thereby ex- 
onera:e the pubke from the expence of maintain 
ing them. But flavery by original purchaſe, or , 
inheritance, as is cuſtomary in the Weſt Indies,. 


i here totally unknown. The benevolent ſpirit 
ot 
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natives, would revolt at the idea. 1 

Sir George Staunton had Schell oc "Ru 
named Benjamin, at Batavia. In the interior of 
China he was an object of no ſmall curioſitys per- 


haps of pity, in proportion as ſlavery is abhorred: 


and even at Canton, I heard a merchant, Wo 
could expreſs himſelf in broken Engliſh, inveigh 


againſt the inhumanity of the Britiſh nation, in 
ſuffering ſuch a diſgraceful traffic; and ſo con- 


trary to the principles they profeſs to believe. Qn 
obſerving to him, that Parliament intended te abo- 


| 5 uch it, he ſuxprized me, by \naming! Mandarin 


Wiltforce,” as he called that benevalent. and worthy 
character Mr. Wilberforce; he enumerated his 


efforts in the cauſe of human nature, and of the 


fſlufſfexing Africans; and concluded, Jab us Ie þo 
F falbim; meaning, God cannot approve of ſueh 
2 practice. The labours of benevolence do not 
always obtain ſuch an extenſive fame; but M. 
Wilberforce is ſure of a richer reward, from that 


God, who with equal eye beholds his univerſal 


Creation, Hammm 


Sings of man. 
Feſtivals in Chins are 150 een that 


PI wich celebrates the commencement of the new 
year is the principal. This begins, among the 


rate eee 5 
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and is obſerved with the utmoſt feſtivity and hoy: | 


What religious ceremonies accompany the cele- 


bration of the new * we are not competent to 
determine. 


Ordinary holidays are obſerved in this manner: 


Proviſions are purchaſed and dreſſed, according to 


rank, and ſituation. Theſe viands are placed on 
the domeſtic altar, before a ſmall idol; after a 


© threefold obeiſance to the deity, the repaſt and 


three ſmall cups of wine, fpirits, and vinegar, are 
carried to the front of the dwelling. The family 


then kneel, and pray with great fervency, beating : 


their heads againſt the ground; and on riſing, 
throw the contents wean ans, game bwoyee 
| Small x rolls 5 of gilt apes ate then Lc and 
held over the meal. Afterwards ſmall crackers 
are exploded over it ; the repaſt is a ſecond time 
placed before the idol; obeiſances are repeated; 
and a ſocial dinner concludes the ceremony. © 
According to ancient uſage, dramatic pieces 


are performed on the 1ſt of March, in the princi- 
pal ſtreets of the different towns throughout the 


empire, for the amuſement of the lower claſſes. 
This mwnificent act is at the expence of the Em- 
peror; and 1s ſometimes I for a anon 
of days. 
Of the . of ü the Chineſe preſcriptions we 
had 
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£ f had a . inſtance. Oneaf: Captain Mack- 


intoſh's ſervants, on our return from Jehol, had 


been attacked with ſuch a violent dyſentery; that 


it was feared he could not proceed. A Chineſe 
phyſician was called in; the interpreter explained | 


his caſe; ahd a medicine Was ordered, hies 


ſpeedily removed the complaint. 


9 7 


Few diſeaſes, however, ſeem to prevail in 


China. 


The caxee is the only coin ſuffered to be cur- 
| It is made of a white metal, 
about the ſize of a farthing, and has a ſquare hole 


rent in China, 


* 


in the centre for the purpoſe of being ſtrung into 


candereens and maces, two imaginary names, con- 
ſiſting of a certain number of caxees. Every pro- 
vince in China has its particular caxee; and we 


found the rate of exchange vary accordingly. In 
Pekin, a Spaniſh dollar produced near 600 caxees 


in Hoang-tchew, upwards of 700. 


* 
4 


We ſhall conclude this work with an anecdote 
of the preſent Emperor of China; one of the 


moſt beneficent and enlightened monarchs that 
ever ſwayed a ſceptre. 


5.3 merchant of Nankin had, with great reputa- 


\ 


tion, acquired ſuch a fortune as awakened the ra- 
pacity of the Viceroy of that province. To avoid 


the danger that menaced him, he divided his for- 


tune among his children, ag” was Content to look - 


* 


— 


up 
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5 by te to them for f Injuſtice, entrenched | 
bdchind power, is e baffled: the ſons of the 
merchant were ſent to the army; the property 

was confiſcated, under pretence that it had been 
100 rapidly accuinulated; and the merchant ng f 
8 vain ſolicited redreſs from this vile pede 8 
o of a beneficent ſovereign. — 4 

Ii © Defpait gave reſolution to a non} ben of 

his own integrity. The merchant was deter- 

mined to lay his complaints at the foot of the 
| | throne. He begged his way to Pekin; and had 
tee good fortune to be able to preſent a ſtatement 

of his oppreſſive grievances to the Emperor him- 
ſelf. The venerable monarch peruſed the con- 
tents: the Viceroy of Nankin happened to de in 
attendance: he was charged with the crime; his 


— 


{3.5 


l confuſion betrayed his guilt; and puniſhment be- 


came indiſpenſible. The Emperor, after expa- 
tiating on the magnitude of the crime, com- 
manded his head to be brought on the point of a 
; bre. The poor merchant was ſtruck dumb 
Es "with fear and wonder; when the Emperor relieved 
| him by the following addreſs: © Contemplate this 
aweful example before your eyes; and as I ap- 
point you Viceroy of the province of Nankin, let 
the fate of your N teach Tu iran hs 7 
moderation.” © — p 
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